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Introduction 


In terms of its birdlife, Egypt is one of the better-studied coun- 
tries in the Middle East. A large number of species have been 
recorded, and the country list stands at over 470. Because of its 
strategic geographical position, many migrant birds pass 
through Egypt on the journeys between their breeding grounds 
in Europe and Asia and wintering grounds in sub-Saharan 
Africa. The well-studied ‘bottleneck’ at Suez, for example, is of 
international importance for birds of prey and storks, which 
concentrate in large numbers on spring and autumn migration. 
The winter waterfowl populations are also internationally 
important and have been the subject of years of study. 

Egypt does not have any endemic species of bird — species that 
occur there and nowhere else in the world. The Nile Delta and 
Valley and the desert regions are, however, of particular signif- 
icance for their species assemblages, and for over 15 breeding 
species these areas are the stronghold of their world range. 

Egypt can boast of two major publications in the last decade. 
These are The Birds of Egypt, published in 1989, and the Direc- 
tory of Important Bird Areas in Egypt, which appeared in 1999. 
Each is a model of its kind. In addition, Egypt has an active bird 
and wildlife conservation programme, although the latter is rel- 
atively young. In 1992 an Environmental Action Plan was pro- 
duced, and two years later the Law for the Environment came 
into being. These are overseen by the country's Ministry of 
State for Environmental Affairs, the official body for nature 
conservation. Unfortunately, the voluntary sector is poorly rep- 
resented for wildlife conservation in Egypt, although BirdLife 
International has a very active representative, Sherif Baha El 
Din, who has spearheaded much of the modern-day bird 
research and conservation activity. Environmental protection is 
vital for a country where pressure on the land to feed a fast- 
growing human population is enormous, often with disregard 
for the environmental consequences and the effects on wildlife. 
This conflict ~ in one sense, wildlife versus people ~ should not 
be underestimated anywhere in the Middle East. 

This book covers 252 species of bird found in Egypt. 
Choosing these from the 470 that have been recorded was not 
easy. We have concentrated on those which are most familiar 
(especially the desert and Nile specialities), which are most 
likely to be seen by the birdwatching tourist or which, although 
rare, cannot be omitted as they are important ‘Egyptian birds’. 
In this respect, it should be noted that Egypt is becoming a 
popular country in the Middle East for birdwatchers, who 
want to see birds that are special to the region or difficult to 
see elsewhere. 

Many of the birds included in this book are residents of 
Egypt. These are joined in spring by a few summer visitors, 
birds that have spent the winter farther south in Africa and 
which return to breed in Egypt in the summer. The total 
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number of breeding birds, residents and summer visitors 
combined, is over 150. Then there are those species that 
breed to the north, in Europe and Asia, and which, as the day 
length shortens, migrate south to winter in Egypt and the 
Middle East, often in large numbers. In addition, there are the 
passage migrants which fly between their breeding grounds 
farther north and their wintering grounds to the south; for 
many of these, the Nile Delta and Valley are a fertile corridor 
where they can refuel and rest on what can often be a haz- 
ardous journey, involving a crossing of the Mediterranean Sea 
and Sahara Desert. 

Finally, there are the rarities, usually referred to as vagrants 
or accidentals, which for many birdwatchers are the greatest 
fascination, simply because their occurrence is unpredictable. 
Egypt has more than its fair share of this large group, which 
has grown considerably with the intensity of birding activity. 
We have included only a few such rarities but, if your inter- 
est in birds is fired by this book, we are sure that you will want 
to know more about those that have occurred and how to 
identify them. 


How to use this book 


The birds in this book are presented in what is known as sys- 
tematic order. This is scientific jargon and it means that, 
broadly, the sequence progresses from the most ancient 
species to the most recently evolved ones — according to our 
current state of knowledge. The English names of birds have 
always given rise to confusion, for rarely do any two books use 
the same ones. In this book, we have opted for those names 
used in Field Guide to the Birds of the Middle East, published in 
1996 by T & AD Poyser, and Birds of the Middle East and North 
Africa, published in 1988, also by Poyser. 


The photographs 


Each species in this book is accompanied by at least one colour 
photograph. For many species, the plumages of the male and 
female are identical, and identification from the photograph 
should present no problem. For others, however, males and 
females differ, and in such cases we have usually depicted the 
male but described the female in the text. Immature birds can 
present a problem to the beginner and expert alike. Some 
young birds can be quite different from both adult males and 
adult females, being generally drabber, with fewer diagnostic 
features. Again, where space has permitted, we have tried to 
cover these in the text. 

Some species also have a different winter plumage from that 
worn in summer, the winter dress generally lacking the colour 
and finery of that when breeding. Here, we have aimed to use 
photographs of the plumage most likely to be seen in Egypt. 
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The species descriptions 


The descriptions give additional information to that provided 
by the photograph in order to help with identification. 


Common name. In virtually all cases, we have used the same 
name as that in the Field Guide to the Birds of the Middle East 
or, when the species is not included in that book, Birds of the 
Middle East and North Africa. 


Scientific name. Each species has a Latin-based scientific 
name, recognized throughout the world. There have been 
some changes in recent years, but again we have followed 
those in the books mentioned above. 


Length. After the scientific name, the approximate length in 
centimetres, from bill tip to end of tail, is given. 


Range and status. Each species account includes a statement 
on the bird’s status in Egypt (resident, summer visitor, passage 
migrant, winter visitor or vagrant). There is also a brief men- 
tion of the species’. range in the Middle East, to help put its 
status in Egypt into context. In this respect, the Middle East 
is taken to cover, in addition to Egypt, the whole of Arabia to 
the Mediterranean coast and northwards to include Turkey 
and Cyprus. 


Identifying birds 


Identifying birds can often be frustrating for the beginner, and 
sometimes even for the experienced birdwatcher. This can also 
be part of the fun of birdwatching: pitting your skills of obser- 
vation against a creature that refuses to show itself clearly or, 
when it does, gives you just a back view as it flies away. Most 
of the birds in this book should be fairly easy to identify, pro- 
vided a reasonable view is obtained. If you fail in this, howev- 
er, make a note of what you saw and you will be a step closer 
to identifying the species the next time you happen across it. 

Your skills as a birdwatcher will improve as you gain expe- 
rience. To aid this process, you should concentrate on the fol- 
lowing aspects. 


1. Size. It is not easy to gauge size, so it is most helpful to try 
to compare the bird in question with a known species. ‘Larg- 
er than a sparrow’, ‘smaller than a crow’ or simply ‘a very 
large, tall bird’ are all very useful starting points towards a cor- 
rect identification. 


2. Shape. Birds of particular families have a distinctive shape. 
For instance, herons and egrets are rather large, with long neck 
and legs, and all birds of prey have a hooked bill, while buzzards 
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and eagles also have broad wings. In addition to size, it is espe- 
cially important to note the shape of the bill and length of the 
legs. Some features, such as the presence of a crest or long tail- 
streamers, will often enable an identification to be made 
immediately. 


3. Colour. А knowledge of the feather groups is the basis for 
describing a bird's plumage, and noting the colour pattern 
accurately is essential for making a correct identification. The 
stylized drawing of a typical bunting shows these parts of a 
bird's plumage clearly, and if you want to progress in the skills 
of bird identification it is essential that you learn them. 
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No matter how poor an artist you are, make a sketch of any 
bird you cannot identify and use this stylized drawing to note 
the colours and markings of the various parts of the bird. 


4. Behaviour. Watch the way a bird feeds: does it search for 
insects, or is it a fruit- or seed-eater? Is it a tree-dweller or a 
ground-dweller? Does it fly fast or slowly? Is it found in flocks? 
"These are all aspects that can assist greatly with identification. 


5. Habitat. Every species of bird is adapted to live in a par- 
ticular habitat, and this is an important clue to its identity. 
Most wader species, for example, are found on the shores of 
wetlands, including the sea, where they feed on invertebrates 
living in the mud. Larks inhabit flat, open areas, some species 
in deserts and others in cultivated fields. 


6. Voice. Some songs and calls are so distinctive that, once 
heard, they are never forgotten. Most, however, can be quite 
subtle or can closely resembie those of several other species. 
While listening to tapes will help, there is no substitute for 
learning a bird's voice in the field. 
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Going birdwatching 


While it is possible to watch birds without any equipment, 
binoculars will add greatly to your enjoyment. Later on, you 
may wish to purchase a telescope. These items of optical 
equipment can be very expensive, and you should not rush 
into making a purchase until you are sure of what would best 
suit your needs. Before you make a decision, it is strongly 
advisable to test a range of binoculars and telescopes, ideally 
by noting what your local birdwatchers are using and asking 
to try them out. 

There are, however, a few simple guidelines. Never buy a 
binocular with a magnification greater than x10, as it will be 
difficult to hold steady; ideally, the magnification should be 
between x7 and x10. The size of the object lens should not 
be less than 30 or the light gathering will be poor. Most bird- 
watchers use 8 x 30, 8 x 40 or 10 x 40. Always consider the 
weight, as a heavy pair of binoculars can cause an aching 
neck and arms. 

So far as telescopes are concerned, the best advice is again 
to see what other birdwatchers are using and ask to look 
through them. Remember, too, that a sturdy tripod is impor- 
tant, as a flimsy one will move easily in the slightest breeze and 
this will annoy you intensely. 


Where to watch birds in Egypt 


There are some exciting habitats and numerous sites for 
watching birds in Egypt. The following are some of the spe- 
cial places to visit, but there are many more, as you will soon 
discover for yourself if you travel widely. Essential informa- 
tion on sites can be found in the Directory of Important Bird 
Areas in Egypt (see details under ‘Further reading’, page 
141). In addition, the Ornithological Society of the Middle 
East publishes a journal, Sandgrouse, which contains many 
useful articles on Egypt and the Middle East generally. Its 
address is: OSME, c/o The Lodge, Sandy, Bedfordshire, 
SG19 2DL, U.K. 


Freshwater wetlands. The freshwater wetlands are probably 
the most important habitat for birds in Egypt because of the 
variety and density of birds they support. The River Nile is one 
of the most famous wetlands in the world and is home to many 
species. Other good wetlands for birds are The Bitter Lakes, 
Wadi El Natran, Wadi El Rayan lakes, Lake Qaran and Lake 
Nasser. These are the best places to see herons, egrets, Purple 
Gallinule, Painted Snipe, waders and Pied Kingfisher; the 
wetland fringes, especially where there are bushes and reeds, 
will be host to many other species, too. 
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Coastal wetlands. The coastal lagoons on the Mediterranean 
coast, notably Bardawil in Sinai and the lakes in the Nile 
Delta, hold Greater Flamingo, Kentish Plover and a variety of 
gulls and terns. On the Red Sea coast there are mangroves, 
mudflats and offshore islands. Those islands off the coast of 
southern Egypt, notably Zabargad, Siyal and Rawabel, are 
particularly exciting: here you will find breeding Ospreys, 
Western Reef Herons, Brown Boobies, and many of the gulls 
and terns that are special to the Red Sea. In summer, the 
islands have nesting Sooty Falcons. 


Deserts. Egypt is famous for its deserts and there are several 
types, each with its own special composition of species to 
attract the birdwatcher. The deserts along the Mediterranean 
coast are home to a number of species of lark and also Red- 
rumped Wheatear. These deserts are characteristically well 
vegetated, and good examples can be found close to the 
Mediterranean coastal lakes described above. 

The deserts of Sinai and the Eastern Desert are moun- 
tainous and cut by deep wadis. Here you will find Barbary 
and Lanner Falcons, Hume’s Tawny Owl, Sand Partridge, 
Blackstart and, in Sinai, Tristram’s Grackle and Sinai 
Rosefinch. 

The gravel and sandy deserts, which dominate most of 
Egypt, can be surprisingly poor for birds, or, rather, birds are 
at very low densities and much time has to be spent searching 
for them. Sandgrouse, coursers and the Hoopoe Lark are 
among the specialities. 


Gebel Elba. This mountain complex in the south-east of 
Egypt holds several species not found anywhere else in the 
country. It is also famous for the wide variety of mammals, 
reptiles and plants that it supports. Breeding birds include sev- 
eral birds of prey, Namaqua Dove, Arabian Warbler, Fulvous 
Babbler and Rosy-patched Shrike (Rhodophoneus cruentus). 
You may also find Ostrich. 


Raptor-watching spots. To witness the spectacle of migra- 
tion, especially that of birds of prey and storks, the best places 
are Suez and Hurghada opposite the southern tip of Sinai. The 
best time is in spring, between late February and late April. 


Desert oases and farmland. Any areas with trees and bush- 
es, especially where these are associated with water, will hold 
many species of bird. The more remote oases may well har- 
bour Eagle Owls. In agricultural land, look for Black-winged 
Kite, Cattle Egret, Senegal Thick-knee, bulbuls and warblers 
on migration. 
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Ostrich Struthio camelus 210cm 


, the largest bird in the world, is so well known that it 
in the way of description 


require: 
in Arabia in the 1930s as a result of hunting with firearms from 
motor vehicles, but in Egypt it is still a local breeding resident in 
і f eggshell fr 
ments indicates that it was formerly more widespread throughot 
the deserts of the country 


the south-east. Evidence based on the rer 


Little Grebe Т; бари His 28cm 


A small, rather plump grebe with a shorter neck than the slightly 


larger H Gr In b ing ph te th 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 50cm 


3 — 
HERRI 


The largest grebe, with characteristic chestnut and black head 
plumes in summer. These plumes are lost in winter, and it is then 
dark grey above, with a black crown, and white below — particular- 
ly noticeable on the neck. The long pinkish bill, white foreneck and 
large size separate it from all other grebes. A winter visitor to Egypt, 
often in large numbers, from its breeding grounds in Europe and 
Asia, especially favouring saline lakes in the north of the country. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 30cm 


A small grebe, in summer plumage characterized by an all-black 
neck and upperparts with fan-shaped yellow ear-tufts. These are lost 
in winter, when it is a basically black and white bird with white 
cheeks, dusky foreneck, small upturned black bill and ruby-red eye. 
Breeds in small colonies on well-vegetated lakes, but in winter it 
occurs on lakes and in coastal waters, where congregations of sever- 
al hundred can frequently be seen. Like all grebes, dives below sur- 
face for food. A common winter visitor to Egypt, especially on saline 
lakes in the north. 
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Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan 33cm 


Richard Porter 


One of the best places to see this seabird is Istanbul in Turkey, 
where for many months of the year thousands pass up and down 
the Bosphorus. It is easily recognized by its ‘black and white’ 
plumage, long wings, and rapid flight with occasional short glides 
just a few centimetres above the waves. In good light, it can be seen 
that the upperparts are brown. In Egypt, small numbers can be seen 
along the Mediterranean coast, especially in autumn and winter, 
when the birds wander from their breeding area in the Aegean Sea. 


Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus 
50cm (plus 50cm tail) 


Richard Porter 


An elegant, white seabird with long white tail-streamers, black eye- 
stripe, black wingtips and all-red bill. Flies rather fast, well above 
the water, with glides interspersed with quick wingbeats. Usually 
observed singly or in pairs. Breeds on rocky sea cliffs and marine 
islands. Resident in the Arabian Gulf, on the coast of southern 
Arabia and in the Red Sea, where rare on the islands off Egypt. 
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Brown Booby Sula leucogaster 70cm 


Richard Porter 


m m ime. - s = * - 


A large, Gannet-like seabird with chocolate-brown head and 
upperparts and white underparts. The powerful creamy-yellow 
bill, which it uses to catch fish from a plunge-dive, contrasts with 
the brown head and neck and can be seen at a distance. Juveniles 
are easily distinguished by the brownish wash to the white under- 
parts. Occurs widely in the Red Sea and is a regular visitor to the 
Gulf of Suez, at the mouth of which there are small breeding 
colonies on the offshore islands. 


Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 90cm 


A large, blackish water- 
bird which can often be : 
seen in groups, perch- 
ing upright with wings | 
outstretched as if to dry 
them. The plumage is _ 
an oily black with, in { 
winter, a whitish chin © 
and pale yellowish- § 
green bill. Inthe breed- © 
ing season, note the # 
predominantly white | 
head and white thigh | 
patch. Swims low in { 
the water with straight 
neck, and with bill 
slightly tilted upwards. 
A passage migrant and 
winter visitor to the | 
Middle East, including 
Egypt, where large | 
numbers can occur on 
the lakes in the Nile 
Delta. Within the 
region breeds only in 
Turkey. 


Alan Williams 
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White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 160cm 


Although the commonest pelican 
in the Middle East, this swan- 
sized waterbird rarely occurs in 
Arabia, where the Pink-backed 
Pelican is the breeding bird on the 
southern Red Sea coast. White 
plumage, often with an orange 
tinge, with black flight feathers 
and a yellow-orange throat sac. 
Flocks are often seen gliding high 
in the sky or soaring in warm-air 
thermals, especially when on spring or autumn migration. During 
these periods, large flocks pass through the Nile Valley and Sinai 
in Egypt, as well as through other east Mediterranean countries 


Pink-backed Pelican Pelecanus rufescens 130cm 


Similar to the other two pelicans ccur in the Middle East 
White Pelican (illustrated? and Dalmatian Pelican ( Pelecanus crs- 
pus) of Turkey - but smaller and duller, with a darkish crest on the 
nape. In flight, when breeding, shows a pink wash to the plumage, 
especially the underwin verts, back and rump. This is the pel- 
ап of the Red Sea and the foot of Arabia, and it rarel 'erlap 
ın range with the other two. In Egypt, it i5 an uncommon visitor to 
the coast and the Nile Valley 
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Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 36cm 


A tiny, secretive heron, 
this species keeps to 
the cover of bushes 
and reeds and is most 
active at dawn and 
dusk. Rarely seen 
perched, it is most 
often observed when it 
flies; note then the dis- § 
tinctive large pale $ 
patches on otherwise 
blackish wings. A sum- 
mer visitor to Egypt, 
where it breeds in 
reeds and other dense 
vegetation on the lakes 
in the Nile Delta; 3 
Little Bitterns are also Їй 
common as spring 7 
and autumn passage 
migrants, as they are 
elsewhere in the Mid- 
dle East. 


Male (top); 
female (bottom) 


Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 60cm 


A plump heron, which ms 
is much smaller than i 
Grey Heron, and in © 
adult plumage is easily © 
distinguished by its 
grey plumage with 
black crown and back. f 
In flight the bird’s $ 
appearance is largely $ 
grey. Young birds are | 
brown with streaked _ 
underparts and heavy | 
white spotting above. © 
As its name implies, © 
often seen at dusk, 
when birds on their 
breeding grounds utter (P 
а deep frog-like call in © 
: flight. Occurs on well- = 
vegetated wetlands and _ 
breeds in colonies, § 
often together with 
other herons and 
egrets. Fairly common { 
migrant and winter vis- | 
itor in Egypt. 


Striated Heron Butorides striatus 43cm 


A small, dark, coastal heron. The adult is identified by its black 
ish-grey upperparts and p 
parts. At close range, note its rather marked facial pattern. The 
brownish immature has streaked underparts and small white ups 
to some wing feathers, and differs from young Night Heron in it 

it white spotting on 
upperparts. The main range in the Middle East is the Arabian Gulf 
and the Red Sea, where it is a breeding resident. In Egypt, it is 


crown, t 


greyish neck and under- 


smaller size, dark crown and lack of prom 


found in stal mangroves and on offshore island 
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Squacco Heron 


When perched or when 
walking, hunched, along 


the cdge of a marsh, the 
Squa is a deep vel- 
lowish-buff in breeding 
with elongate 
nape n уг streaked 
h in autumn and 
winter. When it flies, 


however, it is trans- 


formed into a basicall 


| 


| 
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Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 50cm 


This small, stocky, white heron is usually seen in flocks in crop 
fields or grassy meadows, where it frequently associates with cat- 
tle. Unlike the other herons and egrets, it is most often found away 
from water. In the breeding season, the crown, back and breast 
feathers acquire a strong orange wash and the bill and legs turn 
red. In all plumages, it differs from Little Egret in its smaller size, 
its pale bill and its prominent ‘jowl-like’ chin. Patchily distributed 
throughout the Middle East but expanding in range, and in Egypt 
breeds commonly in the Nile Valley and Nile Delta. 


Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis 60cm 


Cae. - 
White form 


Slightly bigger and less dainty than the Little Egret, and with two 
main plumage types: white and dark. The white form is very sim- 
ilar to Little Egret, but has a stouter yellowish (not black) bill and 
greenish-brown legs (not black with yellow feet as Little Egret). 
The dark type is easily told by its slate-grey plumage with white 
chin. Can be very active when foraging, making sudden dashes for 
prey along the tideline or in rock pools. In the Middle East, it is a 
resident along the Red Sea (including the Egyptian coast), Arabi- 
an Sea and Arabian Gulf, nesting in mangroves and on rocky 
shores or islands. Unlike the Little Egret, it 1s rarely found inland. 


2M 


Не 
Larger and: longer 
necked than Cattle 
тег, unlike which it 
i almost always 
found by water. It is 
further distinguished 
from the latter and 
from other white 
herons by its black bill 
and black legs with 
yellow feet, which 
protrude beyond tail 
in flight. Occurs in 


т 
К 


freshwater habitat 
(similar Western Ree 
Heron lives only 


coastal shore 


Ea in winter 


on migraton. Small 


numbers breed in the 


Nile Val 


Great White Egret Egretta alba 100cm 


The largest of the 
nite he rons, thi 


ts long neck resem-‏ سے 
le arge and tall‏ 3 


rsion of the Little 
| Egret, but with a vel- 


w bill and bla 


sShponds. In the Mid 
c East breeds only in 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 90cm 


аа 


One of the most widespread members of the heron family in the 
Middle East. Large and, as its name implies, grey in colour, but 
with whitish neck and underparts and black plumes behind the 
eye. In flight looks very big, with broad, bowed wings, and with 
long neck hunched in to body and legs trailing behind. The slight- 
ly smaller Purple Heron has a slimmer, longer, more angular neck 
and is darker in plumage, being purplish (adults) or deep buff 
(young birds). In Egypt and the Middle East, occurs on migration 
and in winter on most coasts and inland waters. 


Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 85cm 


A rather dark heron, similar in size to the Grey Heron, but with 
noticeably thin, snake-like head and neck. In full breeding plumage 
itis dark grey, with purple-brown wing-coverts and black streaks on 
the neck. Juvenile birds are sandy-brown. A bird of swamps, over- 
grown ditches and reedbeds which is mainly a summer visitor to the 
Middle East, breeding in scattered colonies in Turkey and the east 
Mediterranean; widespread on passage, including in Egypt. 
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Black Stork Ciconia nigra 95cm 


کے 


ا 


Similar in size to the White Stork, but easily distinguished by its 
black upperparts and black neck (with rest of underparts white), 
whereas White Stork is white with black on the wings. In contrast 
to herons, which in flight hold the neck hunched into the body, 
storks fly with neck extended and feet projecting behind. Forms 
flocks on migration, sometimes circling in warm-air currents, often 
with birds of prey. The main migration route between its Eurasian 
breeding grounds and its African wintering area is through the 
Levant and largely bypasses Egypt, where only small numbers are 
seen, mostly over Suez and the Upper Nile Valley. 


White Stork Ciconia ciconia 102cm 


Although a pair of White Storks nesung on а roof or similar place 15 
a familiar sight in Turkey, Iran and much of the Levant, sadly, none 
nests in Egypt. This tall bird, with a large wingspan, white plumage, 
black flight feathers and reddish legs and bill, 15 unmistakable. On 
migration in the Middle East occurs in eastern Mediterranean coun- 
tries in large flocks, someumes of many thousands, which soar 
effortlessly їп warm-air thermals. The main migration routes in 
Egypt are through the Nile Valley and the Gulf of Suez. 
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Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 60cm 


Blackish waterbird with a 
long decurved bill In | 
breeding plumage dark ; 
chestnut-brown, glossed | 
with purple and green; | 
non-breeding plumage is 
dull blackish-brown, with | 
fine white streaks visible * 
at close range. Feeds in | 
freshwater marshes, by $ 
probing in mud and shal- 
low water for worms and £ 
crustaceans. Has fairly 
rapid wingbeats alternat- 
ing with long glides, and 
flies with neck extended 
in front and feet protrud- § 
ing behind, in line or V- 
formation. A few winter § 
in Egypt, but it occurs g 
mainly on spring and B 
autumn migration, as it @ 
does elsewhere in the # 
Middle East, breeding 
only in northern Israel 
and Turkey. 


Alan Williams 


Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 85cm 


A white waterbird the size 
of a Grey Heron, easily 
told by its long spoon- 
shaped bill. In breeding 
plumage has a short crest, 
a yellow patch at base of 
neck, and a black bill with $ 
yellowish tip. Juvenile has 22 
black wingtips anda pink- § 
ish bill. Often found in 
small groups, it feeds in 
shallow water, sweeping 
its open bill from side to 
side to gather insects and 2 
small fish. Flies with neck = 
extended, and in ‘follow- 
my-leader style. In the 
Middle East breeds in 
scattered colonies in 
Turkey and along the Red 
Sea coast, where, in 
Egypt, it frequents man- 
grove swamps and off- 
shore islands; small num- 
bers also occur on | 
migration. 
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Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber 135cm 


Unmistakable, with extremely long neck and legs and curiously 
shaped bill. Adult has pale pink plumage with black flight feather 
and pink bill with black tip. Juvenile is pale rages bs 
sweeping bill from side to side through water with head upside 


grey, F 


down, often submerged. In the Middle East, breeds 
lated colonies on salt lakes in Tur but T 
spend the winter mainlv in coastal are pecialh 


and the salt lakes of northern Egypt 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 80cm 


Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 68cm 


The only goose that breeds in Egypt. Easily told by its greyish-buff 
plumage with chestnut eye patches. In flight, shows white upper- 
wing- and underwing-coverts contrasting with black flight feath- 
ers. This can cause confusion with Ruddy Shelduck, but that 
species has a wholly orange-brown body and lacks the dark eye 
patches of Egyptian Goose. Occurs on or around freshwater 
marshes and usually breeds in hole in bank or tree. Resident in 
southern Egypt, but occasionally wanders farther north. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 65cm 


A large duck, easily identified by its orange-brown body with paler 
head and black neck-collar and, in flight, by extensive white on oth- 
erwise black wings. The female has paler head and lacks the collar 
on neck. Legs and bill black. Rather similar to Egyptian Goose, 
especially in flight, but the wholly orange-brown body of the Ruddy 
Shelduck prevents confusion. The Middle East breeding grounds 
lie mostly in Turkey, but in winter many birds migrate south, reach- 
ing Egypt as a rare migrant and winter visitor. 
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dris Users 


Wigeon Anas penelope 48cm 


One of the most widespread ducks in the Middle East in winter. 
The male is distinctive with its chestnut head with prominent 
yellow forehead and crown, and in flight shows white patches on 
the forewing. The female is less easy to separate from other 
female ducks, but note the rusty tones, especially on the sides, 
the dark areas around the eye, and the short grey bill. Wigeons 
feed by upending in shallow water, but they also frequently graze 
in flocks on grassy meadows. A winter visitor to many inland 
waters in Egypt. 


Pintail Anas acuta 60cm (plus 10cm tail on male) 


‘The male Pintail, with its long tail, long neck, deep brown head, 
and white breast with white line extending up behind the eye, is a 
striking and beautiful bird. The drab female lacks the long tail of 
the male, and is best identified by its long neck, grey bill, and 
plumage similar to that of a female Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), 
a characteristic and common duck in Europe. Often occurs in 
large flocks in shallow wetlands, where it upends to feed. А winter 
visitor to most parts of the Middle East, including Egypt. 
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Garganey Anas querquedula 38cm 


One of the smallest ducks to be found in Egypt. The male in breed- 
ing plumage is instantly identified by its chestnut head and neck, 
with a long, broad, white stripe over the eye and extending down 
onto side of neck. In flight, it shows a blue-grey forewing. The 
brown female differs from similar female Teal (Anas crecca) in hav- 
ing a whitish patch at base of bill, a dark bar across the cheeks and 
no white stripe on side of tail. Occurs mostly as a passage migrant 
on lakes and marshes throughout Egypt and the Middle East; 
breeds in Europe and Asia. 


The large spatulate bill of the Shoveler readily separates it from 
all other ducks. Furthermore, the handsome male can be told by 
its dark green head, white breast, chestnut underparts and, in 
flight, its blue forewings. The brownish females are similar to 
other female ducks, but separated by their huge bill and bluish 
forewing. Occurs on marshes, lakes and sewage-treatment pools. 
A winter visitor and passage migrant to Egypt and elsewhere in 
the Middle East. 
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Marbled Teal Marmaronetta angustirostris 41cm 


This shy duck is rare and is one of the world’s threatened birds. Its 
plumage is greyish-brown, dappled with pale spots and bars, and with 
a dark eye patch. Male has a short crest, which it raises in courtship 
displays. In flight, appears rather long-necked and long-winged. Usu- 
ally seen in pairs or small groups, often hidden in cover of well-veg- 
etated lakes. It is found mostly on inland waters. In Egypt it is a very 
rare breeding bird, perhaps with a small number also arriving in win- 
ter from breeding grounds farther north, notably in Turkey. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 56cm 
The strikingly marked 
male is easily told by its 
steep-fronted orange- 
brown head, black 
breast and undertail- 
coverts, white body 
sides and conspicuous 
red bill. The female is 
brown, with a dark 
crown and off-white 
cheeks. Dives (ог 
aquatic plants and 
small animals, but 
more frequently up- 
ў ends when foraging. 

! Occurs on lakes fringed 
with reeds and other 
vegetation, and on 
marshes and rivers, but 
seldom on the sea. A 
partial migrant which, 
in the Middle East, 
breeds in Turkey and 
winters farther south, 
= льо __. * with stragglers reaching 
Male (top); female (bottom) the Nile Delta. 
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Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 41cm 


A rather uncommon diving duck, chestnut with white undertail- 
coverts, the male having a white eye. The female is browner and 
duller, with dark eyes, and can resemble female Tufted Duck 
(Aythya fuligula), but Ferruginous is smaller, with a peaked crown, 
sloping forehead and long bill. In flight, shows a conspicuous, wide 
white wing-stripe that extends to wingtip. Occurs on vegetated 
lakes, marshes and rivers. On passage, can be found throughout 
the Middle East, including Egypt, but always in small numbers. 


A small, short-necked duck with long stiff tail, which is often held 
cocked. The male is easy to identify, having a broad, bright blue bill, 
white head with black crown and chestnut body. The female is duller 
than the male, with a smaller, greyish bill and a dark bar across the 
off-white face. Patters rapidly across water surface to take off. This 
globally threatened species breeds in the Middle East in Turkey on 
lakes with dense vegetation. Some migrate south in winter, and in the 
past a few reached Egypt, but there are no recent records. 


E 


Rhard Port 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 57cm 


Very similar in shape то Common Buzzard, but has ш more slen- 
der head and neck, narrower body and longer tail, features espe- 
cially noticeable in flight. Soars with wings held flat, not raised as 
on Common Buzzard. Plumage highly variable below, from 
almost white to chocolate-brown, but most birds are barred; in 
flight, note characteristic bands on underwing and undertail (two 
dark bands at base, one broad band at up). In Egypt, large num- 
bers pass in spring over Suez and Sinai, this being part of the 
migration route that takes birds over the Levant, especially Eilat, 
and the Bosphorus in Turkey, as they move between their 
Eurasian breeding grounds and African wintering areas 


Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 35cm 


A small bird of prey, little larger than a Kestrel (Falco tinnu 
but immediately told by its grey upperparts, white underparts, 
black shoulders and black wingtips. Most often seen perched on 
trees or telegraph wires, or hovering with rather heavy wingbeats 
In open flight, will glide with wings raised in a shallow V. When 


seen e, its ruby-red eves are quite startling. Usually on the edge 
otf agricultural areas, but alwavs with trees tor nesung A resident 
breeder in south-west Arabia and the Nile Vallex in Egypt 
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Black Kite Milvus migrans 58cm 


A fairly large, dark bird of j 
prey with long wings and a 
shallowly forked tail, the fork 
much less marked than that 
of European Red Kite (Мй- 
vus milvus). Plumage dark 
brown, with paler head and a 
faint brownish bar on upper- 
wing. Agile in flight, with tail 
frequently twisted and 
turned; soars with wings hor- 
izontal. Feeds largely on car- 
rion and offal, and gathers in 
large numbers around rub- 
bish dumps. In Egypt, a local 
breeder in the Nile Delta and 
Valley; also a fairly common 
migrant in spring and 
autumn, when birds pass 
between their African win- 
tering grounds and breeding 
areas in Europe and Asia, on 
the flyway that takes them 
over Suez, Eilat in the Gulf 
of Aqaba and the Bosphorus 
in Turkey. 


Lammergeier Gypaetus barbatus 110cm 


a 


A huge vulture that occurs singly or in pairs in remote areas. Its 
long, rather narrow wings and long wedge-shaped tail produce a 
characteristic silhouette. Adults are blackish above, with dull 
orange head and underbody; black mask through eye extends into 
a ‘beard’ below the bill. Immatures are much duller, with blackish 
head and greyish underparts. Feeds on carrion, but also takes 
small mammals. Drops bones from high up to smash them, then 
feeds on marrow. In Egypt, a very rare resident in the mountains 
of Sinai and those along the Red Sea. The Middle East popula- 
tion, from Turkey to southern Arabia, appears to be in decline. 
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Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 60cm 


A small vulture, and the only one in the Middle East with a black 
and white plumage. Adult has white body and tail, with black flight 
feathers, and a characteristic thin yellowish bill and yellow face. 
Immatures are brown, but have the same broad wings and blunt 
wedge-shaped tail as the adult; they gain full adult plumage by 
about five years of age. Often seen accompanying Black Kites at 
rubbish ups. Breeds throughout much of the Middle East, mostly 
in mountains, where it nests on rocky ledges. A small population 
breeds in Egypt, but many pass through the country on migration 
in spring and autumn. 


Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus 100cm 


One of the region's largest birds of prey, short-tailed but with long 
broad wings which bulge at the rear. Distinguished from much 
rarer Black Vulture iAegypius monachus; by its sandy Боду and 
underwing-coverts contrasting with b! flight feathers. Soars 
with wings raised in a shallow V ‘Black Vulture holds wings flat; 
Breeds colonially in mountains, but ranges widely over open coun- 
trvside and deserts in search of carmon. Fairly wiaespre: 

out the Middle East, but apparently no longer breeds in Egypt, 
although small numbers do occur on migrat 
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Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus 65cm 


This large, pale eagle has the alternative name of Snake-eagle, as 
it specializes in catching snakes. It has a broad head, long broad 
wings, and a long tail with about four prominent bands. The 
upperparts are brownish; below, however, it is white, frequently 
barred brown, with dark wingtips and often a dark head and upper 
breast. Unlike Osprey and the pale form of Honey Buzzard, which 
are also whitish below, Short-toed Eagle never shows a dark carpal 
patch, Soars in warm-air thermals and frequently hovers. A very 
rare breeder in Egypt, but fairly common on migration in spring 
and autumn. 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 52cm 


Harriers are medium-sized birds of prey with long wings and tail 
which hunt by quartering slowly over the ground, often making 
long wavering glides on raised wings. The male Marsh Harrier has 
a dark reddish-brown body and forewing, the rest of the wings 
being grey with black tips. The female is dark brown, with yellow- 
ish crown, throat and leading edge of wings. A bird of reedbeds 
and marshes, but on migration it also roams over open country- 
side. A passage migrant and winter visitor throughout Egypt and 
the Middle East, where it breeds mostly in Turkey and Iraq. 
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Hadoram Shinhai 


Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 44cm 


Male Female 


The male, pale grey above and white below, with a narrow black 
wedge on wingtips, is told from similar Montagu’s Harrier (Circus 
pygargus) by its much cleaner, paler plumage with black restricted 
to wingtips. Female and juvenile are brownish with a white band 
at base of tail above; they have a pale collar behind dark facial bor- 
der, a feature that helps separate them from similar Montagu's. 
Buoyant flight, low over ground, gliding with wings held in shal- 
low V. Usually seen over fields and marshes. A migrant through 
Egypt and the Middle East, mostly in small numbers. 


Levant Sparrowhawk Accipiter brevipes 35cm 


A typical sparrowhawk 
in shape, but with 
rather pointed wings. 
The male is easily told 
by its almost white 
underparts and black 
wingtips. The female is 
less easy to distinguish 
from female Eurasian 
Sparrowhawk (Accipiter 
nius) but note dark 
wingtips and dark line 
down centre of throat. 
This summer migrant 
to the region is difficult 
to observe except at 
'classic' Middle Eastern 
migration watchpoints 
such as the Bosphorus 
in Turkey and Eilat in 
the Gulf of Aqaba, 
where many thousands 
can pass in a few days in 


spring and autumn. Unlike the Eurasian species, it occurs in flocks 
on migration, and this passage can be seen well in Egypt in both 


spring and autumn. 


36 


Mike McKavett; Windrush Photos 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 55cm 


One of the commonest and most widespread birds of prey in the 
Middle East at times of migration. A chunky raptor with broad 
wings and shortish tail, it often occurs in flocks outside the breed- 
ing season. Soars on raised wings with tail fully spread. Variable in 
plumage, but two commonest plumages are dark red-brown or 
mottled brownish on body and underwing-coverts. Within the 
region breeds mainly in Turkey, but large migrations occur there 
and especially in Israel in spring and autumn; it is also n fairly com- 
mon passage migrant in Egypt. 


Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 60cm 


The buzzard of the dry plains, steppes and mountain slopes. Can 
be difficult to tell from Common Buzzard, but is larger, and has 
longer wings which produce a more eagle-like silhouette. Variable 
in colour, but most birds have a dark belly patch, a large dark 
carpal patch and an unbarred orangey tail; but some can be black- 
ish-brown, with whitish bases to flight feathers and tail. Feeds 
mainly on rodents and reptiles, and occasionally hovers. Occurs 
throughout the Middle East, but breeding distribution is patchy 
and it is rare in Egypt. Although largely resident, a few migrate 
from the region into Africa for the winter, when it is most likely to 
be seen in Egypt. 
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Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 60cm 


The commonest eagle on 
I in the Middle 
East. Very difficult to 
arate from the ot 
brown eagles 2 
in the region, the Greater 
Spotted and Steppe 
Eagle ind identification 
should be attempted onl 
by experienced observers 
Lesser Spotted Ea 
best be seen passing o 
heac t 
spots’ such as Eilat and 


along the edge of the Dead 


an 


on migration at *} 


Sea, when many thou 
sands may be seen in a sin 
gle day in April or Seprem 
ber/October These r 
birds migraung between 


their bre 


in Europe and Asi 

their wintering gr n 
Africa; ake 
them o Sinai 
and the Eastern Desert 


Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga 65cm 


Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 70cm 


One of the largest eagles to be seen in the Middle East. Much larg- 
er than the Greater Spotted Eagle, and has larger bill, longer wings 
and more protruding head and neck in flight. Adult is dark brown, 
with barring on flight feathers and tail. Juvenile easily told from all 
other birds of prey by broad white band through middle of under- 
wing. Occurs in Egypt and throughout the Middle East (except 
western Turkey), but only in the winter or on migration from its 
breeding grounds in Asia, and largest concentrations are best 
observed in Israel and north-east Turkey; less common in winter. 


Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca 78cm 


The Middle East has a special responsibility for Imperial Eagle, 
one of the world’s threatened species, because of the numbers that 
breed in Turkey or occur in winter. A large, dark brown eagle with 
long wings and large bill; the crown and hindneck are yellowish, 
and there are two white ‘braces’ on the back. Young birds are buff- 
brown with darker streaks, and have a pale patch on the primaries 
below. Soars on flat wings, whereas the similar Golden Eagle 
(Aquila chrysaetos) soars with wings raised in a V. Nests in tree. 
Widespread in winter and on passage in the region, including in 
Egypt, but in very small numbers. 
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Bonelli's Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus 60cm 


A medium-sized eagle, usually seen in pairs or singly in desolate 
mountain areas. Adults have white underbody and forewing con- 
trasting with blackish underwing; note white patch on back, 
though this can be variable in size. Juveniles are buffish below, with 
usually a narrow dark band through the centre of the wing. Soars 
and glides with wings held flat, and rather long tail is then a notice- 
able feature. Very much a resident eagle, tending not to wander far 
from its breeding area. À rare and local breeder in Egypt, with a 
scattered distribution elsewhere in the Middle East. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 55cm 


A fish-eating raptor, seen mostly on lakes or in coastal waters. Dives 
feet-first for its prey, often after a brief, rather clumsy hover. Easily 
identified by its dark upperparts and white underparts, with a dark 
patch at the bend of each wing, and its white head with a dark eye- 
stripe. Occurs, mostly singly, on spring and autumn migration 
throughout the Middle East; also breeds on beaches and offshore 
islands on the Red Sea coast of Egypt, as well as the coasts of Arabia. 
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Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni 65cm 


The population of this small bird of prey is declining seriously, and 
the species is now listed among the world’s threatened birds. 
Closely resembles Common Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus): the female 
and immatures are virtually indistinguishable from that species, 
though they are slimmer in build, and have slightly narrower wings 
and white (not black) claws! The male is more easily told by its 
blue-grey head (with no black moustaches), blue-grey on upper- 
wing-coverts and unspotted chestnut back. In the Middle East, a 
summer visitor to Turkey, Israel and Jordan, where it breeds colo- 
nially in buildings, ruins, and holes in cliffs. Widespread on migra- 
tion, including in Egypt. 


Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 30cm 


" 


Male Female 


The adult male, slate-grey above and below, is similar to the Sooty 
Falcon, but note the rusty-red undertail-coverts and red legs of the 
Red-footed Falcon. The female, with its orange-buff underparts 
and underwing-coverts and dark mask through the eye, is marked- 
ly different. On migration, usually found in flocks. Will often hover 
when hunting prey; also takes insects in flight by grabbing them 
with out-thrust talons. In the Middle East, this is a spring and 
autumn migrant mostly through the east Mediterranean, though 
generally rather scarce in Egypt. 
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Hobby Falco subbuteo 34cm 


NE. 4 
A small falcon similar in size to the kestrels, but with more scythe- 
like wings and shorter tail. Upperparts slate-grey and lacking con- 
trasts, while underparts are heavily streaked dark, with red thighs, 
and black moustache contrasts with white cheeks. Flight fast and 
agile, especially when hunting birds; captures insects in flight by 
snatching them with its talons and transferring them to its bill to 
eat. This falcon occurs widely on migration in the Middle East, but 


is generally uncommon in Egypt. It breeds throughout Turkey and 
part of the east Mediterranean. 


Sooty Falcon Falco concolor 35cm 


This slate-grey falcon arrives on its breeding grounds in late spring 
and raises its young in autumn, thus enabling it to feed its brood 
on small birds that are migrating south. It is smaller and more slen- 
der than а Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus), with long wings and 
a fairly long tail. The slate-grey plumage is relieved only by a yel- 
low base to the bill and orangey legs. Hunts for prey mainly at 
dusk. A locally common summer visitor to Egypt (and other south- 
ern parts of the Middle East), where it nests in loose colonies in 
remote coastal areas and desert cliffs. 
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Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 48cm 


; Windrush Photos 


Easily confused with other large falcons that inhabit the desert 
regions of the Middle East, notably the Saker Falco cherrug (which 
occurs in Egypt only in winter) and the Barbary Falcon, whose breed- 
ing distribution is similar to that of the Lanner. This group of falcons 
is not easy to identify specifically, and even experts can have great dif- 
ficulty. The Lanner differs from the Barbary mainly in its larger size, 
longer and less pointed wings, longer tail, and cream-coloured crown 
(rufous nape on Barbary). Lanner has a widespread breeding distri- 
bution in Egypt and the Middle East, but is uncommon. 


Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrincides 42cm 


Dick Forsman 


Sometimes considered to be just a subspecies of the Peregrine Fal- 
con (Falco peregrinus), Barbary is aptly known as the ‘Peregrine of the 
desert regions’. A powerful falcon which stoops at speed on prey, 
caught mostly in flight. Note the bluish-grey upperparts, buffish 
underparts narrowly barred on breast and belly, and heavy dark 
moustaches; unlike Peregrine, it is rusty or buffish across the back of 
the neck. A bird of semi-deserts and arid mountains, also coastal 
cliffs. Breeds in the southern part of the Middle East, including 
Egypt, where it is a scarce resident in the Red Sea mountains, Nile 
Valley and Sinai. 
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Sand Partridge Ammoperdix heyi 24cm 


This partridge inhabits rocky 
deserts, with which its colour 
blends so well. Noticeably 
smaller than the Chukar 
(Alectoris chukar), which in 
Egypt is found only in Sinai, 
and sandy in coloration, the 
male with bold, sweeping, 
black, white and chestnut 
bars on the flanks; closer 
views reveal the male’s soft 
blue-grey head with a white 
patch behind the eye. The 
female is dull sandy-grey 
Often seen in small groups 
Can run fast and is most 
active in early morning, 
when its far-carrying ‘whip 
ping’ song indicates its pres 
ence. Resident in desolate 


rocky and stony country, 
usually near water, in eastern 
igypt and many areas of 
; despite its name, the 
Sand Partridge does not 


occur in sandy deserts 


One of the region's smallest gamebirds. Rarely seen on the ground 


bre 


and most обет 1 


grounds or 15 accide 


ı calling Its 


land dunng spnng « 


autumn migration. In flight, it looks small, with narrow wings and 
a striped back; it flies fast, with shallow wingbeats, low over the veg- 
сгапоп. The characteristic song 1 a regularly repeated ‘whipping’ 
whistl mt, ри-и, with stre n the first lable. А common 


where it 15 


t throughout the Middle E including Egy 
also a scarce breeder in the Nile Valley; small numbers also winter 


Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 23cm 


The small crakes can be hard to separate unless seen well, which 
is difficult as they are often secretive. Spotted Crake is best told 
from Little Crake (Porzana parva) and Baillon’s Crake by a com- 
bination of its white-spotted plumage, buff undertail-coverts 
(quite easy to see when it is walking with tail raised), and yellow 
bill with red base. A migrant in spring and autumn in Egypt, 
where it can occur in any wetland areas with reeds and other veg- 
etation; also widespread on passage throughout the Middle East. 


Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla 18cm 


A small crake, little larger than a sparrow. Very secretive in its wet- 
land habitat, but on migration can sometimes occur in unlikely places 
such as palm groves, when it is easy to observe and 15 not shy. It is 
similar to the Little Crake (Porzana parva), which also occurs in the 
region. Males of both have a bluish-grey head and underparts, and 
white spots on the back and bars on the flanks, but Baillon’s has a 
wholly green bill (red base on Little Crake) and pinkish legs (green 
on Little). Occurs on migration in Egypt and throughout the Middle 
East, but is rarely seen because of its usually secretive habits. 
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Purple Gallinule Porphyrio porphyrio 45cm 


A large waterbird, as big as a chicken, and easily told by its stout 
bright red bill, pinkish-red legs and bluish-green plum 
Those occurring in Egypt are of the green-backed form. Fe 
on wetland vegetation, which it tugs at with its strong legs a 


strips with its powerful bill. In the Middle East, there is some 
suggestion that the shrinking of the marshlands of Iraq (a major 
breeding area) has caused the birds to spread elsewhere 


although in E 
the Nile Delta and Valley, where it occurs in swamps with exten- 


sive reedbeds 


gypt it has always been à fairly common breeder in 


Coot Fulica atra 38cm 
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Common Crane Grus grus 115cm 


This large, long-necked bird is the tallest species occurring in the 
Middle East. Its plumage is grey, with a red crown patch, and a black 
head with white stripe down side of upper neck; a large tuft of black- 
ish plumes droops over the tail. Differs from Demoiselle Crane 
(Anthropoides virgo), which is rare in Egypt, in its larger size and grey 
(not black) breast. In flight, the extended neck and legs appear to 


sag below the level of the body. Flies with powerful wingbeats and - 
long glides, and flocks are often in V-formation, especially on migra- ` 


tion. Breeds in scattered colonies in Turkey, but occurs throughout 
the region on migration, including in Egypt, where it also winters. 


Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata 60cm 


The largest traditionally hunted gamebird in Arabia, its numbers 
have declined markedly in recent decades. Superbly adapted to its 
desert environment, where its cryptic coloration makes it difficult 
to detect on the ground. When disturbed, it normally walks away 
or crouches very low. Long-tailed and long-necked, it has sandy- 
buff upperparts with dark vermiculations and a black stripe down 
side of neck. In flight, the black flight feathers contrast with a 
bright white patch near wingtip. A rare breeding resident in Egypt, 
largely in the northern coastal deserts and Sinai; formerly more 
common. Elsewhere in the Middle East, breeds patchily in north- 
ern and eastern Arabia; more numerous in winter, when migrants 
arrive from Central Asia. 
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Painted Snipe Rostratula benghalensis 25cm 
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This species is unusual in that the female is more brightly coloured 
than the male. Female has chestnut neck and upper breast, sepa- 
rated from brownish-olive upperparts by a conspicuous band of 
white from the breast to the back; note also the white eye-ring. In 
the male, the chestnut is replaced by grey-buff and the upperparts 
are barred brownish. Inhabits vegetated swamps and reedbeds, 
but it will venture out into the open. Resident in the Nile Delta, 
where it is a fairly common breeder. 


Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 38cm 


A tall-standing, elegant, black and white wader with fine black bill 
and extremely long, thin, pink legs. It occurs on shallow fresh water 
or brackish marshes and lagoons, and 1s very delicate in its move- 
ments. Very позу when nesting or with young. Breeds in scattered 
colonies throughout the Middle East, but is less common in Ara- 
bia; widespread on passage throughout the region, including Egypt 
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Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 43cm. 


A supremely elegant wader, unmistakable with its white and 
black plumage and long, upcurved bill which it sweeps through 
shallow water in search of prey. When agitated on its breeding 
grounds, it utters a persistent, singing pleet. Nests colonially, 
usually in saline areas. Only a casual breeder in Egypt, where 
seen mostly in winter and on spring and autumn migration; 
occurs throughout the Middle East, especially on coasts, on pas- 
sage and in winter. 


Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 42cm 


A large, brownish wader of dry habitats, this species has a short bill 
and staring yellow eyes. Very similar Spotted Thick-knee (Burhinus 
capensis), found in southern Arabia, has black-spotted upperparts 
and lacks black and white bars on the wings. Senegal Thick-knee, 
which breeds in Egypt (even on roof tops), lacks the white band on 
wing and has plain rufous or greyish uppertail. The Stone Curlew 
is a bird of open plains and semi-deserts, breeding fairly common- 
ly in Egypt and other east Mediterranean countries; on migration 
and in winter, found in small numbers throughout the Middle East. 
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Closely resembles the Stone Curlew in size and plumage, but lacks 
the white bar along the blackish band on the wing-coverts. The 
voice, heard mainly at night, is also quite different, being a long 
string of loud, piping notes, starting slowly, accelerating, and then 
descending in tone and speed at the end. In the Middle East found 
only in Egypt, where it occurs largely along the Nile Valley, nest- 
ing on sandbanks and even on the flat roofs of houses 


Egyptian Plover Pluvianus aegyptius 22cm 
БУР g 


Although this species 1s now extinct as a breeding bird in Egypt, 
where it formerly bred in the south, we have included it because of 
Its strong association with Egypt - hence its name. It could still occur 
as û vagrant on the Nile, as tt i$ found farther south in Sudan. This 
isan unmistakable and most attractive wader which frequents sand- 
banks and river margins. Note the delicate grey upperparts, warm 
buff underparts, and black and white head pattern and necklace 
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Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 20cm 


A bird well adapted to 
desert life, and with 
appropriately camou- 
flaged sandy-buff ? 
plumage. Note the | 
head pattern and, in | 
flight, black wingtips § 
above but fully dark 
underwings. Runs 
speedily, then abrupt- | 
ly stops and stands 
upright. Occurs in | 
sandy or stony semi- 
deserts, or on cultiva- 
tion in winter. A local- 
ly common breeding 
resident in Egypt, 
numbers increasing in 
winter with migrants 
from the north. 
Breeds thinly through- 
out much of ће Mid- * 
dle East, except # 
Turkey; more wide- 
spread on migration # 
and in winter. 


Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola 25cm 


A fork-tailed wader with short bill and legs, in flight resembling a 
tern. This species has chestnut-orange underwings and a white 
trailing edge to the wing, whereas the very similar Black-winged 
Pratincole (Glareola nordmanni), rare in Egypt, has black under- 
wings and no white trailing edge; both have a white rump. Inhab- 
its dry plains and baked mudflats, and often seen in flocks chasing 
flying insects. А summer visitor to scattered colonies in the Nile 
Delta and throughout much of the western part of the Middle 
East; otherwise a fairly widespread migrant. 
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Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 15cm 


Very similar to the Ringed Plover, both having ma complete black 
breast-band on otherwise white underparts, and a black eye-mask 
with complete white collar around hindneck. Little Ringed is easily 
separated by its yellow eye-ring and, in flight, absence of white wing- 
bar. Mainly a scarce summer migrant through Egypt, where it is also 
a rare breeder in the north on the margins of freshwater rivers and 
lagoons. Elsewhere in the Middle East, it occurs widely on migra- 
tion, with breeding widespread in Turkey but scattered elsewhere. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 19cm 


'The Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers are very similar, both hav- 
ing black face markings and a complete black collar around a 
white neck. Ringed, however, is sligh | er, lacks a yellow eve- 
ring, and has a prominent white wingbar in flight. It also occurs 
on marine beaches and shorelines, whereas Little Ringed Plover 
is more a bird of fresh water. Ringed Plovers do not breed in the 
Middle East, but are found widely on passage and in winter on 
all coasts, including in Egypt, where they are often found on 
inland sites 
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Kittlitz’s Plover Charadrius pecuarius 13cm 


A small plover which, in the Middle East, breeds only in Egypt. 
Most closely resembles the Kentish Plover, but easily told by its 
long legs, darker, almost brownish, upperparts with rusty feath- 
er fringes, and its orange-washed underparts. Often found in 
small groups and, when disturbed, will first run, rather than fly. 
If disturbed at the nest, it will bury its eggs. A resident breeder 
on sandbanks and margins of lakes and rivers in the Nile Delta 
and Suez area. 


Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 16cm 


This small sandy and white wader is one of the characteristic birds 
of the shorelines of the Middle East. It is smaller than the sand 
plovers, and lacks the complete black breast-band of the Ringed and 
Little Ringed Plovers; the male is easily told by the position of the 
neat black markings on its head and its neck side. Occurs on dry 
mudflats and coastal beaches. A widespread resident or partial 
migrant throughout the region, but absent in central Arabia. In 
Egypt, it is a fairly common breeding resident, particularly in the 
north, and otherwise a common passage migrant and winter visitor. 
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Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultit 23cm 


Larger than Kentish Plover and smaller than Grey Plover, this 
shorebird is most easily told in summer plumage, when it has a 
chestnut breast-band and a black mask through the eye. Otherwise 
rather nondescript, like a large version of female Kentish Plover, 
but never showing a white neck-ring. Similar to, but slightly larger 
than, Lesser Sand Plover (Charadrius mongolus), which is a rare vis- 
itor to Egypt. In the Middle East, Greater Sand Plover is a summer 
visitor to isolated breeding colonies in Turkey, Jordan and Syria; 
elsewhere, including Egypt, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Caspian Plover Charadrius asiaticus 19cm 


This elegant plover somewhat resembles the Greater Sand Plover, 
but has longer wings and legs, and a smaller head with finer bill. 
Its non-breeding plumage is similar to that of the sand plovers, but 
the white stripe above the eye 1s broader and the breast-band more 
distinct. In summer plumage the male is à handsome bird, witha 
deep rufous breast-band bordered black below. In all plumages, 
the dusky underwing i5 a further distinction from the sand plovers. 
A rare passage migrant in Egypt and elsewhere in the Middle East, 
occurring mostly in fields and grassy areas bordering wetlands. 
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 28cm 


A large coastal wader with a short black bill. In summer plumage, 
shown by many spring migrants, it is easily told by its grey-span- 
gled upperparts and black underparts, the later becoming white in 
winter. The European Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) and 
Pacific Golden Plover (P. fulva), both much rarer in the Middle 
East, are always told by their golden-brown upperparts; they also 
lack the black ‘armpit patch’ at the base of the underwing that the 
Grey Plover shows in flight. A passage migrant and winter visitor 
to the coasts of Egypt and the Middle East; rarely seen inland. 


Spur-winged Plover Hoplopterus spinosus 26cm 


A long-legged, upright 
plover with black upper 
head, conspicuous white 
neck and upper breast, 
and a black line from bill 
to black lower breast and 
flanks. In flight, sandy- 
brown wing-coverts are 
separated from black 
flight feathers by a broad 
white band: this pattern is 
similar to that of White- 
tailed Plover (Chenusia 
leucura), a rare passage w 
migrant in Egypt, butlat- | 
ter has white underparts, © 
yellow legs and an all- 
white tail. Spur-winged | 
is a common breeding | 
resident in Egypt in the | 
Nile Delta and Valley | 
and Suez Canal region; 
elsewhere in the Mid- | 
dle East, it breeds 
locally and occurs on 
migration. 
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Sociable Plover Chettusia gregaria 28cm 


One of the world’s threatened waders that migrates through the 
Middle East. About the size of a Lapwing, but with a more upright 
stance, grey-brown upperparts, black crown, long white stripe over 
eye, and chestnut belly patch which is lost in much plainer winter 
plumage. In flight, shows a wing pattern very similar to that of 
Spur-winged Plover. Often occurs in small groups or singly among 
flocks of Lapwing or European Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria). 
A scarce passage migrant and winter visitor from its Asian breed- 
ing grounds to Egypt and the region, where it is found in semi- 
deserts, as well as on cultivated and ploughed fields. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 30cm 


With its greenish upperparts, white underparts and long crest, this 
is an easily identifiable wader. In flight, note the broad, rounded 
wings. In the breeding season, its shrill peer-zcrt call is a character- 
istic sound of wet meadowland. Often found in flocks on farmland, 
open grassland and lake margins, rarely on the coast. In the Mid- 
dle East, the Lapwing breeds only in Turkey, but in winter 
migrants from the north reach many parts of the region, including 
Egypt, where it can be fairly common, sometimes mixing with 
other waders, such as Sociable Plovers and coursers 


56 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 13cm 


ЧУСУ СИГЕ СНА 


о ООО 


Along with Temminck’s Stint (Calidris temminckii), this is the 
smallest wader to be fourid in the Middle East. It has n short black 
bill and black legs, whereas Temminck's has yellowish legs. In 
summer plumage, upperparts are spangled chestnut and black, 
with a pale V-mark on the back; in non-breeding season, it is grey- 
ish above and white below. Often seen in flocks of many hundreds, 
even thousands. Occurs on migration and in winter throughout 
the Middle East, and in Egypt it is one of the most abundant 
waders, particularly on coastal mudflats (Temminck’s Stint is 
more frequently found on freshwater marshes). 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 19cm 
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А small shorebird, slightly larger and longer-legged than Dunlin 
(Calidris alpina), with longer, more decurved bill, and easily told 
from it in all plumages by white rump visible in flight. In summer, 
a beautiful orange-red from head to belly, with black streaking on 
crown and back; but in winter pale grey above and white below, 
thus similar to Dunlin. Usually seen in small flocks on coastal 
mudflats and estuaries, where it often wades up to its belly in 
water. Occurs mainly on spring and autumn passage in Egypt and 
coastal Arabia, where it also winters. 


57 


Broad-billed Sandpiper Limicola falcinellus 17cm 


a! 


A fairly small shoreline wader, slightly smaller than п Dunlin 
(Calidris alpina), trom which it differs in all plumages in having a 
longer bill with downward droop at up and shorter, yellowish-grey 
(not black) legs. Close views reveal а double supercilium. In win- 
ter it 15 a basically grey bird, but m summer rather dark brownish 
with noticeably dark-spotted breast and sides. Often in small 
flocks with other waders. A rare passage migrant in Egypt; else- 
where in the Middle East, can be fairly common in eastern and 


southern Arabia on migration and in winter 


Ruff ! 


pugnaa 26cm 


Highly variable in b n the larger males have 
a colourful ruff and ear-tutfts of white. black. chestnut or purple 
Otherwise a fairly plain wader. greyish-brown above and with buff- 


reeding plumage, w 


mottled white underparts The head is rather smali. the bill dark 
nnd the legs usually orange [n flight, which » rather lazy, has а 


taint wingbar and two prominent white ovalt base of са Often 
in flocks А bird of inland marshes. rarely seen on the coastal 
shores Does not breed in the Middle East. but ıs found on migra- 
tron throughout, including Egypt, where n also winters 
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Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 26cm 


A well-camouflaged wader with a very long bill. The plumage is a 
mixture of browns, and the face has a dark eye-stripe and a dark 
bar on the cheek; the flanks are barred. In fast zigzagging flight it 
utters a rasping call. Much smaller than the rarer Great Snipe 
(Gallinago media) and bigger than the Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes 
minimus), which is also less common. Rarely seen on the coast, it 
prefers freshwater marshes and other inland wetlands. Does not 
breed in Egypt or elsewhere in the Middle East, but is a passage 
migrant and winter visitor to the whole area. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 38cm 


A large shoreline wader with a long, slightly upcurved bill. In breed- 
ing plumage (worn by many spring migrants) head and underparts 
are a deep reddish-brown, this colour being lost in winter, when it 
becomes streaked brownish-grey. In flight, easily told from similar 
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) by its brownish upperwing and 
white rump, whereas Black-tailed has a broad white wingbar and 
black tail-band. A bird of coastal mudflats and estuaries. Does not 
breed in the Middle East, but occurs on passage and in winter, 
though much rarer in Egypt than around the coasts of Arabia. 
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Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 41cm 


A fairly large, brown wader with a long decurved bill. It resembles 
the Curlew (Numentus arquata), but is smaller, darker and short- 
er-billed, and has a characteristic dark stripe on each side of its 
crown. In flight, note the dark wings and the white on rump 
extending up back, as well as, especially, the seven-note trilling 
call. Often associates with other waders on coastal mudflats and 
estuaries. Does not breed in the Middle East but occurs on pas- 
sage throughout, including in Egypt, where uncommon. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 28cm 


A medium-sized wader of the shoreline, identified by its red legs 
and mostly red biil. In flight, it 15 noisy and its loud, shrill tue-et: 
call often reveals its presence; it also shows a broad white wingbar 
and white rump. Nests among tussocks on inland wetlands, but is 
otherwise a typical wader of coastal estuanes. In the Middle East, 
breeds only in Turkey, but otherwise a widespread passage 
migrant and winter visitor throughout, including Egypt 
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Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 23cm 


A medium-sized wader, slimmer than a Redshank, and with slen- 
der neck, long greenish legs and needle-like blackish bill. In flight, 
it shows all-dark upperwings and a square white rump. It most 
resembles a Greenshank (Tringa nebularia), but that species is larg- 
er and has a slightly upcurved bill. Rarely found on the coast, pre- 
ferring freshwater marshes and the edges of pools. Does not breed 
in the Middle East, but found in small numbers on migration 
throughout, although scarce in Egypt. 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 20cm 


Distinguished from the other small to medium-sized sandpipers by 
its brownish upperparts spangled with whitish spots, its yellowish 
legs and its straight black bill. In flight, note the dark upperwings 
and white rump. Similar to the Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus), 
but that has much darker upperparts and shows blackish under- 
wings in flight. Often found in flocks, and can be very common. 
Occurs mostly on the edges of freshwater marshes, rarely on the 
coast. Widespread on spring and autumn migration throughout 
the Middle East, including Egypt. 
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Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 23cm 


A rather stout wader with a Jong upcurved bill and short yellowish 
legs. Very аспуе and restless when feeding, often making fast runs 
with head held low; constantly bobs tail. Upperparts are pale brown- 
r ın winter In 


ish-grey with black lines on back; plumage is pak 
flight, shows white trailing edge to wing. Occurs on passage through- 


out the Middle East, but is rare in Egypt; winters mainly on the coast 


01 Arabia, particularly favouring mudflats and mangrove creeks 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 20cm 


b sn 


A fairly small sandpiper with short legs and long-looking tai И» 


most characteristic features are the white mark between the 
brownish breast and wings and the almost constant bobbi g of its 
tal In flight. which os usually low over the water. nore the rapidly 
flicking wingbeats alternating with glides on eufily held wings 
Usually occur: singly or in vers small groups In the Middle East, 
breeds on mountain rivers m eastern lurkev: atherwise à passage 
migrant and winter visitor throughout the region. in ling рур! 
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Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 18cm 


One of the most easily recognized waders of the region as it swims 
and bobs on the water, rapidly pecking for food from the surface. 
In breeding plumage, note the rufous sides of neck and white 
throat, while in autumn and winter it is white below with a char- 
acteristic black patch through the eye. A maritime species outside 
the breeding season, but occurs also on inland lakes on migration. 
A scarce migrant in Egypt, but common on passage in the Arabi- 
an Gulf and the seas around eastern Arabia, sometimes in very 
large concentrations. 


Sooty Gull Larus hemprichii 43cm 
Superficially resem- 
bles the White-eyed 
Gull, but is larger 
and has а; stouter, 
two-tone bill (pale 
yellowish with a black 
tip). The head and 
upperparts are sooty- 
brown; it lacks the 
white еуе-гіпр of 
White-eyed Gull, 
although it does have 
a short white crescent 
above the eye, and 
sometimes below it. | 
A coastal gull found 
throughout the year 
in the Red Sea and 
Arabian Gulf, espe- 
cially around fishing 
ports. In Egypt, it 
breeds locally оп 
islands in the Red 
Sea, but also fre- 
quents the neighbour- / 

ing coast. | ке н Pl 
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White-eyed Gull Larus leucophthalmus 41cm 


Also known as the Red Sea Gull, this bird is endemic to the Mid- 
dle East. It differs from the similar Sooty Gull in its slightly small- 
er size and, in adult plumage, its all-black hood and bib, dark grey 
upperparts, all-dark bill (dark red with black tip, unlike two-tone 
bill of Sooty Gull) and conspicuous white eye-ring. In flight, shows 
a dark underwing, like Sooty Gull. The White-eyed Gull is virtu- 
ally confined to the Red Sea, where it breeds colonially on offshore 
islands, including those off the coast of Egypt 


Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichthyaetus 59cm 


One of the largest gulls occurring in the Middle East. Easily told 
in breeding plumage by its large size, pale grey back and wings, 
black hood and orange-yellow bill: in winter, the head 1s white with 
dark eye patch. Immatures are more difficult to distinguish from 
other similar-looking immature gulls, but the large size, long slop- 
ing forehead. large dark bill and brownish hindneck and sides of 
neck are helpful. Occurs on coastal flats and occasionally inland 
lakes. A scarce winter visitor to Egypt, but commoner on the coasts 
around Arabia. 
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Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 39cm 


Resembles a small version of the Great Black-headed Gull, but with 
red bill and all-white wings in adult plumage. In autumn and winter 
the black hood is lost, and it has instead a broad dark eye-mask. 
Young birds are difficult to separate from Black-headed Gull, but 
they are larger, have a black mark flaring behind the eye, and the bill 
is stouter and slightly drooping. A scarce migrant and winter visitor 
to Egypt and neighbouring east Mediterranean countries; in the Mid- 
dle East, breeds only in Turkey, where it nests on inland lakes. 


Little Gull Larus minutus 26cm 


The smallest gull to occur in the Middle East. Noticeably smaller 
than the Black-headed Gull, and with lighter, more tern-like flight. 
The adult is easily told by its small size, white upperwings and dark 
underwings; in summer also by its black head, which in winter is 
reduced to a grey crown and grey cheek spot. Immatures have a 
black W-pattern across their wings and back. Little Gulls do not 
breed in the Middle East, but are winter migrants from the north, 
largely to the Mediterranean area, including the coast of Egypt, 
though rather uncommon. 
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 38cm 


Similar to the Mediterranean Gull, but note the slightly smaller 
size, slimmer, straighter bill, brown (not black) head and black 
on undersides of wingtips. The brown hood is lost in winter, 
when there is just a dark spot behind the eye 
flocks and congregates with other gulls, especially around fishing 
ports or where fish catches are brought in from the sea. In the 
Middle East breeds in Turkey, but otherwise widespread on 
migration and in winter on all coasts and many lakes of the 


Often occurs in 


region, including Egypt 


Slender-billed Gull Larus gene: 43cm 


In winter, this gull closely resembles Black-headed Gull, but is 
slightly larger. Note that the longer, relatively slimmer bill is pale 
orange and the ims white, and that the ear-coverts show only a 
shadow of a dark spot. In summer, the head is en ly white, the 
underparts have a pink wash and the bill is all dark red. In the 
Middle East, breeds in Turkey, Iraq and, in Egypt, at wetlands 
in Sinai; ın winter, migrants from the north reach the Mediter- 
ranean and most coasts of Arabia, and it can then be quite com- 
mon in Egypt 


66 


` Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 53cm 


А fairly big gull, easily told in adult plumage by its white body and 
black back and wings, with white spots on wingtip. The legs are 
yellow and the bill yellow with a red spot. Young birds are dark 
brownish above, with a white rump and dark tail. A number of dif- 
ferent subspecies of Lesser Black-backed Gull occur in the Middle 
East, and there is much debate as to their taxonomy and status, 
but all are large gulls with a dark grey to blackish back. Associates 
with other gulls on beaches and around fishing ports. A winter vis- 
itor to all coasts of the Middle East, including those of Egypt. 


Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 60cm 


A familiar gull of the Mediterranean, 
especially in winter. Fairly large — big- 
ger than the Black-headed Gull — with 
white body, grey upperparts, yellow 
legs and a yellow bill with a red spot at 
tip; the wingtips are black with white | 
Spots. Juvenile birds are similar to 
young Lesser Black-backed Gulls, but 
not so dark. Like all gulls, this species 
is gregarious, especially around fishing 
ports. Breeds on the western Mediter- ' 

ranean coast of Egypt and is joined in winter by the very similar 
Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans. 


67 


Richard Porter 


Richard Porter 


Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 38cm 
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This bird somewhat resembles both Sandwich Tem and Common 
Tern, but its upperparts are entirely whitish-grey, with narrow 
dark trailing edge to the outer flight feathers. When seen close, the 
rather stout, gull-like black bill is characteristic. The black cap is 
lost in winter, when there is just a black patch behind the eye. 
Unlike other terns, it can often be found hunting insects over the 
grassy margins of wetlands. A scarce passage migrant through 
Egypt and the Middle East, with some breeding in the Arabian 
Gulf and Turkey. 


Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 53cm 
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The largest tern, and easily told by its heavy, bright red bill and, in 
flight, by the black undersurface of its рптагу feathers. In winter, 
the otherwise black cap acquires a whitish forehead and the crown 
becomes streaked with white. The flight is powerful, and и dives 
ably for fish from a height of about 10m above the water. The 
slightly smaller Swift Tern has a long, slightly drooping, yellowish 
bill and ashy-grey upperparts. Caspian Tern is a locally common 
breeding resident on Egypt's Red Sea coast and islands and also a 
passage migrant, mainly m coastal waters; elsewhere in the Mid- 
dle East, it ıs commoner on migration. 


68 


Swift Tern Sterna bergii 45cm 


Richard Porter 


Slightly smaller than Caspian Tern, with narrower wings and more 
slender bill. Easily told by its darker grey upperparts and yellow- 
ish, slightly drooping bill. The Lesser Crested Tern (which breeds 
in the same areas) is smaller, is paler grey above and has a shorter 
and slimmer orange-yellow bill. Often in flocks and associates with 
other terns and gulls. Like all terns, it dives from a height for fish. 
Largely resident, breeding in scattered colonies, mostly on islands, 
around the coasts of Arabia, especially the Red Sea and Arabian 
Gulf, but rare in Egypt. 


Lesser Crested Tern Sterna bengalensis 40cm 


A fairly large tern, very 
similar in size and 
structure to Sandwich 
Tern, but easily told 
by its orange-yellow 
bill, while its upper- :- 
parts are also slightly 
darker grey and this 
colour extends onto 
the rump and tail. 
Smaller than the Swift 
Tern, with which it : ^ 
Often associates, and ри 
with paler upperparts | 
and a smaller bill 
which is orange-yellow 
(not greenish-yellow). 
In the Middle East, 
Lesser Crested Terns | 
are largely resident in | 
the Arabian Gulf and | 
Red Sea, where they 

breed on sandy and 

rocky islands, includ- | 
ing those off the coast 

of Egypt. a e. 


Arnoud B. van den Berg; 
Windrush Photos 


| 
| 
| 


69 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 41cm 


A medium-sized white tern, and the most widespread one in 
coastal areas of the Middle East from autumn through to spring. 
Easily told from all other terns by its black bill with low up. In 
breeding plumage, has a full black cap with rather shaggy feathers 
on the nape, but by autumn the forehead is white. Note that the 
rather similar Lesser Crested Tern has an orange-yellow bill. 
Sandwich Tern rarely breeds in the Middle East (Arabian Gulf), 
but is found on migration on most coasts, rarely on inland lakes, 
including those in Egypt, where it is also present in winter 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 36cm 


Smaller and slimmer-winged than 
| sandwich Tern, and with pale grey 
pperparts. I all terms, it has a 
»rked tail. When breeding, the cap is 
lack and the bill red with a black up 
n winter plumage he forehead 
becomes white and the bill blackish 
and often h 


Usually in flock 


соге diving for fish. Occurs on inland 
etlands in the breeding season, but 
argely coastal at other umes. A fairly 
mmon p gc migrant through 
Egypt and the Middle East, where и 
і - is mainly in l'urkev and Israe 
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Little Tern Sterna albifrons 24cm 


КОСА 


This and the гате Saunders’s Tern (Sterna saundersi) are the 
smallest terns to be found in the Middle East. Readily told by 
its tiny size, short forked tail, black cap and eye-stripe with white 
forehead, and yellow bill with black tip. A further helpful fea- 
ture is its fast wingbeats. In Mediterranean areas of the Middle 
East, including Egypt, it is mainly coastal, breeding on sand or 
shingle beaches, but otherwise found on inland lakes and wide 
stony rivers, especially in Turkey; occurs widely on passage in 
the region. 


Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 25cm 


Can easily be confused with both Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) and 
White-winged Black Tern in winter plumage, but note that 
Whiskered has broader wings and a heavier bill. In summer 
plumage quite distinct, with grey underparts which contrast with 
white stripe on cheeks and white underwings. А spring and 
autumn passage migrant through Egypt but, unlike the Black and 
White-winged Black Terns, it also winters in small numbers; else- 
where in the Middle East it is also a passage migrant, with small 
numbers wintering, being found mainly on inland waters. Breeds 
in Turkey, Syria and Iraq. 
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White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 24cm 


In breeding plumage, this is a most striking bird. The black head, 
body and underwing-coverts contrast with the white tail and, espe- 
cially, the white upperwing. In autumn and winter it is more sober- 
ly plumaged, with white underparts, grey upperparts and a small 
black crown and ear patch; in this plumage, it is very difficult to dis- 
tinguish from the Black Tern (Chlidonias niger) and the Whiskered 
Tern. Highly gregarious, it frequents freshwater lakes and slow- 
flowing rivers. A passage migrant through Egypt and most of the 
Middle East, with breeding colonies in Turkey and Iraq. 


Crowned Sandgrouse Pterocles coronatus 28cm 
vam c9 ^m : к: "Re MES S 
" и " 
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One of five species of sandgrouse that breed in Egypt. Crowned апа 
Spotted Sandgrouse are similar, but Crowned has sandy wings with 
black flight feathers (Spotted has generally rather pale upperwings) 
and also has a short tail which is noticeably white+tipped when spread 
өп landing (Spotted has a long pointed tail). The male Crowned has 
а characteristic black surround to the base of the bill. Both Crowned 
and Spotted are birds of semi-desert and are resident in Egypt's East- 
ern Desert and Sinai. where they gather in large flocks at drinking 
pools; they have a patchy distribution in the Middle East 


213 
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Spotted Sandgrouse Pterocles senegallus 33cm 


Rather similar to 
Crowned Sandgrouse, 
but slightly larger, with 
longer, pointed tail 
(short on Crowned) 
and narrow black belly 
patch. In flight, note 
also the black-tipped 
primaries and black 
secondaries below. Like 
all sandgrouse, not easy 
to view on the ground 
as it is so well camou- 
flaged апа remains 
quite still until flushed. 
It is best to watch these 
birds at their traditional 
desert drinking pools, 
where they faithfully 
congregate each morn- 
ing, sometimes in many 
hundreds. In the Mid- 
dle East, the Spotted 
Sandgrouse has а 1 
patchy distribution in : disini 

Egypt and Arabia. Adult (top); female (bottom 


Rock Dove Columba livia 33cm 


The “риге” wild form of this dove is found typically in flocks in 
rocky upland areas and on coastal cliffs in Egypt and elsewhere in 
the Middle East. The highly variable 'feral' form (the typical town 
pigeon) can be seen almost anywhere associated with human habi- 
tation. А medium-sized pigeon, the pure form of which is blue- 
grey with two black bands on the upperwing, a white or grey rump 
and a white underwing. It differs from the similar Stock Dove 
(Columba oenas), which is rare in Egypt, in its white underwing and 
rump and its long black wingbars (short on Stock Dove). 
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Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 28cm 


This pale grey-buff dove is one of the commonest to be seen in sev- 
eral areas of Egypt and the Middle East except in the south of Ara- 
bia and extreme south-east Egypt, where it is replaced by the very 
similar African Collared Dove (Streptopelia roseogrisea). Easily told 
by its pale greyish-buff plumage and white-edged black half-collar. 
It can often be seen in large flocks, particularly in areas where there 
is a supply of grain. Frequents towns, villages and settlements and 
nearby agricultural areas. A locally common resident in the Nile 
Delta region, and rapidly colonizing new areas of the country. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 27cm 


The commonest dove to be seen on migration in Egypt, often in 
large numbers. Unfortunately, in many areas of the Middle East it 
is a popular bird for hunting. The most important identification 
features are the rufous upperparts with black feather centres, the 
pale purplish-pink neck and breast, and the black and white barred 
patch on sides of neck. Flight 1s rapid and agile, and it flutters 
wings and fans tail during take-off and landing. The song 15 à soft 
purring, often for long periods. A summer visitor to the Middle 
East, in Egypt breeding mainly in the Nile Delta and Valley. 
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Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 26cm 


A small and rather dark dove, and the one that is likely to be 
encountered most often in villages and towns throughout the 
region. It is smaller and darker than the Turtle Dove, with short- 
er wings and longer tail. The plumage is a smooth pinkish-brown 
above, with blue-grey panels in the wing; the dull pinkish under- 
parts have an orange-brown throat speckled with black. Its song is 
usually of five syllables, doo, doo, dooh, dooh, do, with the third and 
fourth notes longer and higher-pitched. Resident in many parts of 
Egypt and much of the Middle East. 


Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 29cm (incl. 9cm tail) 


The smallest dove in the Middle East, and in flight reminiscent of 
a small greyish parakeet. Unmistakable through its small size, long 
black tail, and chestnut patch in wing when it flies; the flight is very 
fast and direct. The male has a black face and upper breast and an 
orange bill. Often in small flocks, and spends much time on the 
ground. Song is a mournful hu-hu, hu-hu. A scarce breeder in the 
Gebel Elba region of south-east Egypt; elsewhere in the Middle 
East, is starting to colonize much of Arabia from its stronghold in 
the south. 
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Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 42cm 


A bright green parakeet with long tail and heavy, deeply hooked 
red bill. The male is told by its black throat and the rosy ring 
around its neck. Often seen in flocks, which are fast-flying and 
noisy, the birds uttering a shrill, screaming, kee-ek. Frequents gar- 
dens and plantations, where it feeds on fruits and nests in holes in 
trees. An introduced species in the Middle East. having originally 
escaped from captivity. There are now a number of colonies in 
towns and settlements around Cairo 


Great Spotted Cuckoo Clamator glandarius 40cm 


Like all cuckoos, the Great Spotted Cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests 
of other birds, in this case in those of crows and Magpies. A long- 
tailed cuckoo with prominent crest, this species 1s dark grey above, 
with wings spotted white, and white below, with a soft yellowish wash 
on the throat and breast. Young birds lack the crest and have orange 
flight feathers, noticeable ш flight. Favours olive groves and open 
areas with bushes and trees. A scarce passage migrant and breeding 
visitor to Egypt and neighbouring countnes in the Middle East 
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Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 33cm 


The Common Cuckoo lays its eggs in the nests of small songbirds 
such as buntings and warblers, leaving the latter to raise its young. 
Long-tailed and narrow-winged, with grey upperparts and breast, 
rest of underparts being white with narrow grey bars. Females can 
have reddish-brown upperparts, similar to young birds, though 
young have pale fringes to the feathers. The call, cuckoo, cuck-oo, 
is a characteristic sound in the breeding areas. Occurs in open 
country with trees and woodland edges. Widespread on migration 
throughout the Middle East, including Egypt, breeding in Turkey 
and neighbouring east Mediterranean countries. 


Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis 38cm 


About the size of a Magpie, with long tail, short wings and heavy bill. 
Easily told by its chestnut back and wings, black tail, black crown and 
nape and creamy-white underparts. A secretive bird, keeping to cover, 
but will sit in the open to sun itself. Flight heavy and low, the wing- 
beats interspersed with glides. Often located by song, a long series of 
bubbling notes which descend and then accelerate. Occurs in thick 
bushes and tall grass, often near water, and in the Middle East is found 
only in Egypt’s Nile Delta and in parts of the Nile Valley. 


T 


Richard Porter : 


European Scops Owl Otus scops 19cm 


A small, slim owl with 
ear-tufts, and one that 
is more often heard 
than seen as it is strict- 
ly nocturnal. During 
daylight, it will often 
roost close to the trunk 
of a tree, when its grey- 
brown plumage, finely 
'ermiculated, and with 
delicate black streaks 
on à complex pattern 
of fine bars below, 
may be visible. Song is 
a far-carrying single 
whistling note, repeat- 
са every few seconds, a 
characteristic sound of 
summer nights. A 
summer visitor to 105 
Middle East breeding 
grounds in Turkey 
and the east Mediter- 
ranean; in Egypt, it 
is а scarce passage 
migrant 


Like most owls, rarely 
seen in the daytime 
unless discovered at 
roost or when acciden- 
tally flushed. Dawn 
and dusk are the best 
umes to see this owl, 
the largest one in the 
region, and with pro- 
nounced ear-tufts and 
orange eyes. Often the 
first indication of its 
presence ts its song at 
night, a far-carrying 
deep hoo-hoo, repeated 
every few seconds. 
Occurs in mountains 
and desert steppes, 
Nesting on a rocky 
ledge or crevice in 
rocks. An uncommon 
resident in the deserts 
of Egypt, and with 
з patchy distribution 
throughout the Mid- 


dle East. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 36cm 


This well-known ‘white 
owl’ is more typical of 
open farmland with 
trees and barns in 
Europe, but in the Mid- 
dle East it frequents 
semi-deserts and oases. 
The Barn Owl is gold- 
en-buff above and 
white below, with a 
characteristic heart- 
shaped face and black 
eyes. Unlike the other 
owls that breed in the 
region, it can be seen 
hunting in daylight at 
dawn and dusk, when 
its rounded wings and 
slow, wavering flight 
identify it. A resident of 
many parts of Egypt, 
and with a scattered 
distribution throughout 
the Middle East. Sadly 
it is often killed at night 
by vehicles. 


Little Owl Athene noctua 22crn 


Another small owl, but 
this one, unlike the Euro- 
pean Scops Owi, is often 
seen in daylight, especial- 
ly at dawn and dusk. It is 
rather plump in shape, 
with a rounded head (no 
ear-tufts), and frequently 
bobs up and down, espe- 
cially when agitated. 
Plumage is brown above, 
spotted with white, and 
white with broad dark 
brown streaking below. 
Flight is undulating, 
unlike that of other 
owls of the region. It 
frequents open country 
with trees, stony waste- 
lands and rocky semi- 
deserts, nesting in hole 
in tree, rock or build- 
ing. Resident through- 
out Egypt and the Mid- i 
dle East, but absent 
from sandy deserts. 


Hume’s Tawny Owl Strix butleri 35cm 


Paul Doherty 


The only ow] that is endemic to the Middle East. Being highly noc- 
turnal, it is likely to be discovered by its song, a five-note hoot, ) 
Owl (Strix аис 

which does not occur in Egypt, but Hume's is smaller and much 


шоо , who-who, Similar in shape to Ta 


мү 


paler, being sandy-buff with a greyish back, and its eyes are orange- 
yellow (not dark). A rare resident of rocky deserts and gorges in 
Sinai, as well as in isolated pockets in Israel and Arabia; rece 
veys show that its range is more extensive than previously 


European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 26cm 


est located and identified by their 
he Eur pean N ght- 


Egyptian Nightjar Caprimulgus aegyptius 25cm 


The palest nightjar to occur in Egypt and the Middle East. On the 
ground, it is sandy-coloured with paler feather edgings and with 
fine, black streaks on the crown and upperparts. In flights, appears 
very pale below, especially on the underwing; above, dark flight 
feathers contrast with the rest of the pale plumage. Unlike the 
other nightjars in the region, neither sex shows white wing patch- 
es. A local breeding resident in Egypt, and found on migration 
throughout Arabia, though not commonly seen. 


Pallid Swift Apus pallidus 16cm 


$ 


The Pallid Swift and Common Swift (Apus apus) are difficult to 
distinguish. Both are summer migrants to Egypt, but only the Pal- 
lid stays to breed, in towns and on cliffs in scattered areas. The Pal- 
lid Swift, when seen well, is lighter in colour than the Common 
Swift, the plumage being brownish with paler flight feathers, and 
it also has a larger pale throat patch. Like Common Swift, it is 
often seen in flocks high up, scything through the air for insects. 
Both species occur throughout the Middle East on passage and 
breed locally. 
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Alpine Swift Apus melba 21cm 


The largest swift to occur in Egypt and the Middle East, and eas- 
ily identified by its size and its white underparts with brown breast- 
band. One of its characteristic calls, heard from feeding flocks, is 
a loud, descending, chattering trill. Like other species of swift, it is 
thought to sleep in flight. It selects nest sites in rocky mountains, 
in sea cliffs and in old towns; the nest is a cup of plant material and 
feathers glued to crevices with saliva. A scarce passage migrant and 
winter visitor in Egypt; elsewhere in the Middle East, it breeds in 
Turkey, the east Mediterranean and south-west Arabia. 


White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 26cm 


A large, noisy kingfisher, brown and bright turquoisc-blue with a 
white bib, long tail and large red bill. Often seen away from water. 
In flight, with rather slow wingbeats, it shows a bright, pale blue 
patch on the wing. Call а loud yelping, like a whistle being repeat- 
edly blown in bursts. It can be found by lakes and rivers, and also 
in palm and olive groves, nesting in a hole in a bank. In the Middle 
East, a resident of coastal Mediterranean countnes; in Egypt, и 15 
a winter visitor to the north and probably breeds in the Nile Delta. 
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Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 16cm 


A flash of iridescent 
blue along a river or 
the edge of a coastal 
estuary is often the 
first indication of the 
presence of this small 
kingfisher. With a long 
bill, blue-green upper- 
parts, orange under- 
parts, white chin and 
orange flash behind 
the eye, the Common 
Kingfisher is easily 
identified; it is the 
smallest of the king- 
fishers to be found in 
Egypt. In the Middle 
East breeds only in 
Turkey, but birds 
move south in winter, 
when it is fairly com- 
mon in Egypt, occur- 
ring on the coast and 
in the Nile Delta and 
Valley, as well as at 
desert oases. 


Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 25cm 


А conspicuous, striking kingfisher, unmistakable with its large size 
and black and white plumage. The male has a double breast-band, 
while the female has a single one; the crown feathers are elongat- 
ed to form a short crest. Often seen perching in the open, and will 
hover and dive into water from a height to catch fish. Frequently 
occurs in small, loose groups. A resident of the Nile Delta and Val- 
ley which, in the Middle East, is found also in southern Turkey, 
Syria and the countries bordering the east Mediterranean. 
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Little Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis 25cm 


The smallest bee-eater occurring in the Middle East and, unlike 
the other species, it is a resident and most frequently seen 1п pairs 
Green above and below, with copper-coloured underwing and a 
black stripe through the eye. The race found in Egypt has a blue 
throat. Occurs in epen country with trees and cultivation, nesting 
in a tunnel excavated in a bank. Mainly a resident of Egypt, where 
itis fairly common in the Nile Delta and Valley, Jordan and south- 
ern and eastern Arabia. 


us 30cm 


Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops super 


Slightly bigger than the European Bee-eater, and instantly told by 
› ral tail feathers. Cle 


its turquoi plun with 

views reveal a dark eye-stripe bo ruere d above and be low bv blue 
and à chestnut throat. Confusion is possible with the Little Gireen 
Bee-eater, both species having rufous unde 1 but Little 


Green ı much smaller and lacks the chestnut on the throat. A 
summer visitor to Egypt, where it breeds mostly in the Nile Delta; 
othe e fairly common on migration, with a widespread passage 
thre out the Middle East 
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European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 27cm 


Similar in size to the 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, 
from which it differs in 
its chestnut crown and 
mantle, and. yellow 
throat and lower back 
(the Blue-cheeked is 
green, with blue, yellow 
and chestnut on the 
face). Both species 
occur in flocks, and 
their proop proop flight 
calls often indicate their 
presence overhead on 
migration. A summer 
visitor to its Middle 
East breeding grounds 
in Turkey, the east 
Mediterranean and 
parts of the Arabian 
Gulf, where it nests 
colonially in holes in 
sandy banks; in Egypt, 
a common passage 
migrant in spring and 
autumn. 


European Roller Coracias garrulus 30cm 


Rollers are large, colour- 
ful birds with iridescent 
blue, black and chestnut 
plumage. Their flight is 
rather slow, but in the 
breeding season they 
have a dramatic twisting 
and turning display 
flight, hence the name 
‘Roller’, Can be noisy, 
uttering a harsh, grating 
krr krar, especially in 
flight. Occurs in open 
woods or farmland with 
large trees, where it 
nests in holes. Often 
seen perched on tele- 
graph wires on migra- 
tion. In the Middle 
East, it is a summer vis- 
itor to Turkey and east 
Mediterranean coun- 
tries; otherwise found 
on migration through- 
out the region, includ- 
ing Egypt. 
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Ноорое Upupa epops 28cm 


A familiar breeding bird and passage migrant throughout most of 
the Middle East. With its pinkish-brown plumage, black and white 
wings and long erect crest it is unmistakable, although it can be 
difficult to spot when feeding on the ground; it is only when 11 flies 
that the full drama of its pattern can be appreciated. Song is m far- 
carrying poo - poo - poo. Nests in a hole in tree or building. Breeds 
in Egypt, east Mediterranean countries and parts of Arabia; wide- 
spread on migration 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 16cm 


'This strange bird. of the woodpeckers, has a most 


ren ible noufl iage and a tend to remain stl 
t verv diff li er. The plumage 15 generally gre 
ish h a promi lack band on the cr and back. a black 
stripe through the eve and a finely barred vellowish throat. Most 
lit Ё | on the g ind and f partic 
ula if А sp and autumn migran the Middle 
. including Egypt, but never in flocks and nowhere common 


Bar-tailed Desert Lark Ammomanes cincturus 13cm 


One of at least eight species of lark that breed in Egypt. Most are 
fairly similar, and good views are needed for correct identification, 
Bar-tailed Desert Lark is rather plain and unstreaked, and most 
closely resembles the slightly larger Desert Lark, which can occur 
in the same semi-desert habitat. Bar-tailed, however, is more a bird 
of open desert or semi-desert, and differs also in its finer bill and 
its clear-cut band to the tail. A breeding resident of several regions 
of Egypt and scattered areas throughout the Middle East. 


Desert Lark Ammomanes deserti 16cm 


A rather featureless lark, similar in size to Skylark. The bill is fair- 
ly heavy, with an orange-yellow base. Plumage varies depending 
on the local rock types, but is usually grey-buff, with slight streak- 
ing on the breast, and with an orange-brown tail with a broad, dif- 
fuse darker tip; those living in black lava deserts can be very dark, 
Inhabits arid, stony and rocky slopes and semi-deserts; frequently 
observed near human habitation. A resident of Egypt, also occur- 
ring patchily in Arabia, Israel, Jordan, Syria and Iraq. 
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Hoopoe Lark Alaemon alaudipes 18cm 


This lark’s tumbling song flight on outstretched black and white 
wings is one of the characteristic sights of the desert, as also is the 
accompanying song. On the ground, it is a rather large, upright 
lark with long curved bill; its plumage looks pale sandy-buff, and 
at close range black spotting on the breast and black markings on 
the face may be noticed. When disturbed, it will often run away 
quickly rather than fly. The song, heard mostly in the early morn- 
ing, is a series of mournful, flute-like notes accelerating towards 
the end. A widespread resident of the deserts and semi-deserts of 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Syria, Iraq and Arabia. 


Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 20cm 


A large lark with stout head and bill and a black patch on side of 
neck, features it shares with Bimaculated Lark (Melanocorypha 
bimaculata). These two species are best separated in flight: Calan- 
dra has all-black wings below, with a white trailing edge, whereas 
Bimaculated has paler underwings with no white trailing edge and 
has a white tip to the tail. In the Middle East, Calandra Lark is 
largely a resident in Turkey and the east Mediterranean, occurring 
in Egypt in small numbers in winter in open cultivated and arable 
areas. Bimaculated Lark is a passage migrant in Egypt, particular- 
ly in spring. 
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Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 14cm 


A small lark that gathers in large flocks, particularly on migra- 
tion. Like all larks, it is a ground-dwelling bird that is often dif- 
ficult to approach, as the whole flock will rise and move off to a 
safe distance. To identify a Short-toed Lark with certainty, one 
must see the pale breast with a dark mark at each side of the neck. 
When seen well, it is a perky bird, often holding its crown feath- 
ers raised, and with a pale flash above the eye. Breeds in steppes, 
semi-deserts and plains in Turkey, Israel, Syria and Jordan, but 
widespread on migration and in winter in the Middle East, 
including Egypt. 


Crested Lark Galerida cristata 17cm 


Probably the com- 
monest and tamest 
lark in the Middle 
East, and easily told 
by its long pointed 
crest and fluty call. 
In plumage it most 
closely resembles a 
Skylark, but is grey- 
er, with less bold 
streaking on the 
back; the bill is also 
more powerful than 
that of Skylark. 
Often seen in pairs 
at the edge of tracks 
or dust roads, run- 
ning swiftly from 
passing traffic. An 
abundant resident 
of  Egypts Nile 
Delta and Valley 
and Mediterranean 
coast, and wide- 
spread elsewhere in 
the Middle East. 
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Skylark Alauda arvensis 18cm 


A rather nondescript lark that most closely resembles Crested 
Lark, but, although it often raises its crown feathers, it lacks the 
long crest of that species. Generally streaked buff-brown above 
and paler below, with streaks on the breast. In flight, note the white 
outer tail feathers, narrow white trailing edge to the wing, and 
pleasant chirp call. In the Middle East, Skylarks breed only in 
Turkey, but in winter migrants from the north move into many 
parts of the region, including Egypt. 


Temminck’s Horned Lark Eremophila bilopha 14cm 


vee ee 


Probably the most colourful lark of the desert. Identified by itssandy 
upperparts and white underparts, with striking black and white face 
and breast patterns. Rather similar to the Shore Lark (Eremophila 
alpestris), which does not occur in Egypt but is found in the moun- 
tains of northern Israel and Turkey; it is greyish above, with the face 
yellow and black (not white and biack). Both have short ‘horns’ at 
the rear of the crown, and are fairly tame and easily approached. 
Temminck's Horned Lark is largely resident in the stony and sandy 
deserts of northern Egypt, southern Israel and northern Arabia. 
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Sand Martin Riparia riparia 12cm 
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This small martin is often found in flocks, both when breeding and 
on migration, The upperparts are brown, and the underparts white 
with a brown band across the breast. On migration, it will often 
congregate with other martins and swallows. At its breeding sites 
it excavates a nesting burrow in sandy or earth banks. A passage 
migrant through Egypt to its Middle East breeding grounds in 
Turkey and north Syria; there is also a large migrant breeding pop- 
ulation in Egypt along the Nile and in the Delta. 


African Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne obsoleta 13cm 


Rather like a chunky Sand Martin in structure, but entirely buff- 
ish on the underbody and lacking a breast-band. In plumage it 
resembles the Crag Martin, but is smaller, paler and greyer above, 
and with paler underwing-coverts; the underparts are buffish- 
white, shading to pale grey, and the chin lacks the dark spotting of 
the Crag Martin. Both have noticeable white spots on the spread 
tail. The African Rock Martin is a common breeding resident of 
desert areas with gorges and ravines in eastern Egypt; elsewhere in 
the Middle East, it occurs from southern Israel southwards. 
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Alan Williams 


Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris 14cm 


The Crag Martin is very similar to the African Rock Martin, and 
distinguishing the two can be difficult. In Egypt, most birds are 
likely to be African Rock Martins, as the Crag Martin is ш rather 
uncommon winter visitor. It is slightly larger than the African 
Rock, with darker, browner plumage, duskier underparts and 
darker underwing-coverts. In the Middle East, the Crag Martin is 
more northerly in its distribution, breeding mostly in the moun- 
tains of Turkey, northern Israel and adjacent Lebanon and Syria; 
there is some southward migration in winter. 


Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 20cm 


With its blue upperparts and long tail-streamers, can be confused 
only with Red-rumped Swallow, but easily told by its uniform 
upperparts (no pale rump: and red and blue on throat. In addition 
to the migratory races that pass in large numbers through Egypt 
and the Middle East to and from their Eurasian breeding grounds, 
there ıs a distinctive resident race in Egypt known as Mosque 
Swallow, which has deep brick-red underparts and underwing- 
coverts. During migration, swallows and maruns often congregate 
in large flocks to feed on insects, particularly over wetlands, where 
they roost communally in reedbeds and lakeside trees 
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Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 17cm 


Superficially resembles Barn Swallow, but told by its pale orange 
rump and nape, the latter separating blue back from blue cap; the 
underparts are buffish-white. Also more leisurely in flight, with 
longer periods of gliding. Less prone to flocking than other swallows 
and martins, and frequently seen in pairs. The nest, cup-shaped with 
an entrance tunnel, is made of mud and sited under a bridge or in a 
building or cave. In the Middle East, a summer visitor to Turkey and 
parts of the east Mediterranean, but resident in south-west Arabia; 
found on migration throughout the region, including Egypt. 


Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 16.5cm 


A fairly large, rather upright pipit, similar in size to a Yellow Wagtail. 
Sandy-buff plumage, that of adult being virtually unstreaked; young 
birds are lightly spotted or streaked on breast. It can be confused with 
Long-billed Pipit (Anthus similis), which does not occur in Egypt, and 
also with Richard's Pipit (Anthus richardi), which is a scarce migrant 
and winter visitor to Egypt. Richard's, however, is larger, with longer 
legs and heavier bill, and has dark streaks on the breast and the man- 
tle. The Tawny Pipit is a summer visitor to its Middle East breeding 
grounds in Turkey and the east Mediterranean, passing through 
Egypt and other parts of the region on migration. 
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 15cm 


One of the smallest pipits to occur in the Middle East, but only as 
a winter visitor. It closely resembles the Red-throated Pipit in win- 
ter plumage, and also the Tree Pipit (Anthus trivialis), which 
breeds in Turkey and migrates through the region. The best way 
to tell them apart is by their flight calls: the Meadow utters a short 
pseet, usually two or three times, whereas Tree Pipit’s call is a 
rather high-pitched, buzzing pzzzr. Both are olive-brown above 
and buffish below, with dark streaking. The Meadow Pipit is fair- 
ly common in Egypt in winter. 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 15cm 


A small, streaked brownish bird that frequents open grassland and 
the edges of pools and marshes, always on the ground. In summer 
plumage, easily told by its brick-red throat and upper breast. Oth- 
erwise heavily streaked brown, black and buff and thus very simi- 
lar to the Meadow Pipit (which see) and Tree Pipit (Anthus tmit- 
alis), which also occur in Egypt on migrauon. Often found in small 
flocks and, when flushed, has a very high, thin speeee flight call. The 
Red-throated Pipit does not breed in the Middle East, but occurs 
widely on migration, including in Egypt. 
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Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 17cm 


Sa oro УО" 


Slightly larger than the Meadow and Red-throated Pipits, with 
which it frequently associates in winter. In summer plumage, 
shows salmon-pink underparts, greyish upperparts, a white flash 
above the eye and two narrow white wingbars; in winter, the 
plumage is drabber and the breast more streaked. In the Middle 
East, Water Pipits breed only in the mountains of Turkey but 
migrate south in winter, when they reach the east Mediterranean 
and northern Egypt, where they can be found at the edges of lakes 
and other wetlands. 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 16.5cm 


The Yellow Wagtail complex 4% 
comprises a number of differ- 
ent races. One of these is a 
common breeding resident, ` 
especially in the Nile Delta and © ^ 
Valley, and four are recorded © 
commonly on migration. The | 
males can be differentiated by 
their head colour, that of the 
race breeding in Egypt being 
greenish-grey with blackish 
ear-coverts, One of the com- 
monest migrants, the so-called 
Black-headed Wagtail (illus- 
trated), has a glossy black head 
and is the only race to breed in 
the Middle East outside - 
Egypt; the other races, all of | 
which occur throughout the ; 
region on migration, have ` 
head colour varying from all 
yellow to all dark grey, with or 
without a white stripe over the 
eye. These wagtails can be 
found on flat areas, especially 
grasslands near water. Male (top); female (bottom) 
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Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 18cm 


Superficially resembles a Yellow Wagtail, but has a longer tail, 
entirely grey back and dark wings, and the male in summer has 
a black throat. Unlike Yellow Wagtails, it is never seen in flocks. 
Has rather exaggerated movements of its body and tail when 
feeding, usually on the edge of a river. Utters a high-pitched, 
metallic call, which often first attracts one to it. In the Middle 
East breeds only on streams in hills in Turkey and northern 
Iraq, but is widespread on migration and in winter throughout 
the region, including Egypt. 


White Wagtail Motacilla alba 17.5cm 


Its pied plumage with grey back and long, frequently wagged tail 
easily identify this active, ground-dwelling species. In slightly 
undulating flight, frequently utters а melodious cher-it call. Juve- 
niles are much plainer grey, and their head markings are just a 
shadow of those shown by the adult. White Wagtails are found in 
most open habitats, but especially on flat areas near water. In the 
Middle East, breeds in Turkey and parts of the east. Mediter- 
ranean, nesting in ruins, bridges and crevices in buildings; wide- 
spread and common throughout the region, including Egypt, on 
migration and in winter, when often roosts in large, dense flocks 
on trees or buildings. 
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African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 20cm 


David Tipling; Windrush'Photos 


This large, handsome wagtail's most noticeable plumage features 
are the long white stripe above the eye, the broad black necklace 
and the large white patch in the wing. It occurs on the edges of 
lakes and similar wetlands, nesting in a hole or suitable crevice in 
a building or similar structure. In the Middle East it is found only 
in Egypt, where it occurs as a rare resident in the Lake Nasser 
region in the south of the country. 


Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus xanthopygos 19cm 


Опе of the typical birds 
of well-vegetated areas 
of Egypt's Sinai, as 
well as the eastern 
| Mediterranean, south- 
| ern Turkey and Arabia. 
| Like a small thrush with 
| fairly long tail and ‘flop- 
| py' actions. The sooty 
‚ head and throat merge 
| into the grey upperparts 
| апа pale grey under- 
parts; the tail is black- 
| ish. Note especially the 
| white eye-ring and yel- 
low undertail-coverts. 
| Fairly tame and noisy, 
its characteristic song 
|апа call notes have a 
|flute-like quality that 
is easily remembered: 
| bli-bli-bli-bli. A resident, 
| frequenting trees, bush- 
es, scrub, palm groves 
and town centres, usu- 
ally in pairs. 


Common Bulbul Pycnonotus ba 


Similar in size to Yellow-vented Bulbul, which it also resembles in 
its actions. A 


her drab bulbul with its grey-brown upperparts 
ad and dirty buff underparts. It lacks the eve-ring of Yel 
low-vented, as well as the latter's vellow undertail-cover 
bulbuls, it occurs in places with trees and shrubs, as well as in oas 
and scrub in semi-deserts. Breeds in the Middle East onlv in 
Egvpt's Nile Delta and Valley, where it is resident 


sooty 


Dunnock Prunella mod 14cm 


spends most of its time on 
' and rather jerky actions 


ur 


NI ws, Migrant Dun 
:urope and Ама reach Egypt 


er, but they are 


Rufous Bush Robin Cercotrichas galactotes 15.5cm 


A small bird, the size of a small thrush, the Rufous Bush Robin’s 
most noticeable feature is its rufous tail with broad white tips to 
the feathers. These white tips, especially obvious below, can be 
observed most readily when the tail is raised and spread, which 
it frequently is. Otherwise, a pale grey-brown bird with pale 
stripe above the eye and pale fringes to the wing feathers. Occurs 
in rather open, dry country with scrub, olive groves and prickly 
pear. A breeding summer visitor to Egypt and neighbouring 
countries of the Middle East, and found throughout the region 
on migration. 


Robin Erithacus rubecula 14cm 


Very few birds can be confused with the plump Robin with its red 
breast and brown upperparts. Observed mostly on the ground in 
the shade of trees and shrubs, where it searches for insects, worms 
and other invertebrates; note then the rather upright stance and 
bold hopping movements. In the Middle East Robins breed only 
in northern Turkey, but in winter migrants invade the region from 
the north, when they occur throughout the Mediterranean region, 
including Egypt. 
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Ten аьаа puncte luscinia 16cm 
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The Thrush Nightingale and Common Nightingale (Luscinia 
megarhynchos) are almost alike. They both resemble a small thrush 
with brownish upperparts and rusty-coloured tail. Thrush 
Nightingale, the duller of the two species, has distinct mottling on 
its greyish breast, whereas the Common Nightingale has clean 
greyish-white underparts. Both are very skulking and difficult to 
see. The Common Nightingale breeds in the Middle East from 
Israel northwards, where it is best located by its striking, rich, 
musical song; it is a passage migrant through Egypt. Thrush 
Nightingale occurs only on migration. 


Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 14cm 


Male Bluethroats are very easily told in breeding plumage by their 
blue bib with an orange or white spot in the centre. Females and 
males in winter are less obvious, but look for the reddish colour at 
the sides of the tail base, the white stripe above the eye and the 
blackish necklace. Mainly a ground-dwelling bird, most often seen 
near water and swampy areas with thick vegetation and reeds. À 
common passage migrant and winter visitor to Egypt and other 
areas of the Middle East. Breeds in eastern Turkey. 
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Richard Porter 


Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 14cm 


The male Common Redstart in breeding plumage is a handsome 
bird, and easily recognized by its black face, white forehead, and 
rusty-red underparts and tail, the latter frequently quivered. The 
race that breeds in the Middle East also shows a white wing panel. 
Females can be confused with female Black Redstarts, but never 
show the drab grey colour of that species. In the region breeds only 
in Turkey, to which it is a summer visitor; elsewhere, including 
Egypt, it is widespread on migration. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 15cm 


Male Juvenile 


'The male is identified by smoky-grey upperparts, black breast, 
deep red lower breast and belly, and reddish tail which is fre- 
quently quivered; the extent of red on underparts can vary. The 
similar Common Redstart has a white forehead, black confined to 
chin and throat, and pale grey upperparts. Both species can show 
a white flash in the wing. Females of the two are less easy to sepa- 
rate, but female Black Redstarts are more dusky grey. In the Mid- 
dle East, largely a summer visitor to its breeding grounds in the 
mountains of Turkey, Syria and Israel; common on migration and 
in winter throughout much of the region, including Egypt. 
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Blackstart Cercomela melanura 15cm 


A rather featureless grey chat with an all-black tail, the latter fre- 
quently spread outwards at the same time as the bird half-spreads 
its wings. Usually seen in pairs in rocky wadis or desert edges with 
scattered bushes. Has a melancholy song of short, deep, flute-like 
phrases and whistles, and often allows a close approach. A locally 
common breeding bird of Egypt’s Sinai and Gebel Elba region; 
elsewhere in the Middle East, it is a resident of Israel, Jordan and 
the Red Sea coastlands 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 13cm 


дані juvenile 


A short-tailed chat most closelv resembling Stonechat, from 
which it differs mainly in its prominent pale supercilium (white 
on summer male), white patches at base of tail and streaked 
rump. Whinchats also lack the white neck patch of the male 
Stonechat Typically perches on the tops of low vegetation such 
as bushes or weeds. In the Middle East breeds only in eastern 
Turkey, but occurs fairly widely on migrauon throughout the 
region, including Egypt 
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Stonechat Saxicola torquata 12.5cm 


The handsome male Е LE ppc Ш Jc 
Stonechat, with its = 
rounded head, short tail © 
and perky movements, | 
especially its constantly 
flicking tail, is most like- 
ly to be seen perched ! 
prominently on a bush - 
top. It is easily told by © 
its blackish head with | 
conspicuous white half 
neck-band and its | 
orange underparts. The | 
female has drab brown- | 
ish and streaked head | 
and upperparts, and a | 
faint orange wash on © 
the breast. Stonechats 
have a patchy distribu- 
tion in the Middle East, 
breeding in Turkey and 
southern Arabia; in 
winter and on migra- 
tion, found throughout (f 
most of the region, \ 
including Egypt. i 


Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina 16cm 


An upright, pale wheat- 
ear and one of the 
largest of the region, 
similar in size to Red- 
breasted Wheatear (Oe- 
nanthe bottae) of south- 
west Arabia. Most easily 
confused with the 
female or immature 
of Northern Wheatear, 
but note larger size, 
more upright stance, 
longer legs, and paler, 
more uniform grey-buff 
plumage; the tail also 
has a broader dark ter- 
minal band. A bird of 
open plains, semi-de- 
serts and stony steppes. 
Breeds in Turkey and 
scattered regions of i 
the east Mediterranean; 
otherwise occurs exten- xa. 
sively on migration BC 
throughout the region, 
including Egypt. 
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Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 15cm 


The grey upperparts, 
black  eye-mask and 
orange-buff breast of the 
male in spring distin- 
guish it from all other 
wheatears that occur in 
the Middle East. The 
female and immatures 
are more difficult to iden- 
Шу, though the upper- 
parts tend to show a grey- 
ish hue and the white tail 
has a fairly broad termi- 
nal band; these features, 
however, are subtle, and 
experience is needed to 
distinguish with confi- 
dence females and young 
of all wheatear species. In 
the region, Northern 
Wheatear breeds only in 
Turkey and the high- 
lands of Israel, Lebanon 


i ^ me AN : and Syria, but it occurs 
—— m — widely on migration, 
Male (top); female (bottom) including in Egypt. 


Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica 15cm 

All female wheatears are 
difficult to identify, and 
best left го experienced 
observers. The beginner 
is advised to concentrate 
first on the males. The 
male Black-eared has two 
types, one with a black 
throat and the other with 
just a black patch through 
the eye; both have pale 
sandy back and black 
wings. Note the white 
rump and white tail sides, 
typical of most wheatears. 
Inhabits open rocky or 
lightly wooded country 
with scattered vegetation, 
but on passage also culti- 
vated fields and semi- 
deserts. À summer visitor 
to the east Mediterranean 
and Turkey, and оп 
migration found through- 
out much of the Middle 
East, including Egypt- 


Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti 14cm 


Despite its name, the Desert Wheatear is largely a winter visitor to 
most parts of the Middle East. It can be told from the region’s 
other wheatears by its all-black tail and buffish-white rump. 
Plumage otherwise sandy-buff with black wings, which on the 
male join up with a black throat. Occurs in sandy or gravel steppes 
and semi-deserts, both when breeding and on migration. Mainly 
resident in its Middle East breeding areas of northern Egypt, Israel 
and nearby east Mediterranean countries, but also a passage 
migrant and winter visitor to much of the region. 


Red-rumped Wheatear Oenanthe moesta 17cm 


A rather large, active wheatear, the male and female of which dif- 
fer markedly. The male has a black head with a white crown and 
nape, and greyish-black upperparts with white fringes to the wing- 
coverts; note especially the dark brown tail with rufous at base. 
The female is grey-brown above and buffish-white below, with a 
rufous-buff rump and sides of tail. A breeding resident of bushy 
desert fringes of northern Egypt and scattered areas in Jordan, 
Iraq, Syria, southern Israel and Arabia. 
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Mourning Wheatear Oenanthe lugens 14cm 


A fairly small and 
stout, black and white 
wheatear. Rather similar 
to the Pied Wheatear 
(Oenanthe — pieschanka), 
which in Egypt and the 
Middle East occurs only 
on migration. The 
Mourning Wheatear dif- 
fers in having white on 
head confined to the 
crown (extends onto 
nape on Pied), black 
below confined to 
throat (extends onto 
upper breast on Pied), 
and orange-buff under- 
tail-coverts. A resident, 
often seen in pairs, in 
desolate, rocky country, 
including deserts and 
semi-deserts in Egypt, 
the east Mediterranean 
countries and north- 
west Arabia; it is absent 
in Turkey. 


Hooded Wheatear Oenanthe monacha 17cm 


The largest wheatear to occur in Egypt, with noticeably long tail, 
wings and bill. The male is a very smart black and white bird, the 
black on the head extending well down the breast and with just 
black corners to the white tail (no black tail-band). The female is 
sandy-brown and has a buffish (not white) rump and sides of tail, 
which, as on the male, lacks a black terminal band. Has a unique 
buoyant, butterfly-like flight when catching aerial insects. Inhabits 
rocky ravines and deserts. A resident of Egypt's Eastern Desert and 
Sinai. and scattered areas in Arabia, southern [srael and Jordan. 
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White-crowned Black Wheatear Oenanthe leucopyga 17cm 


A large wheatear which is all black apart from a white crown, white 
rump and tail (except for black central feathers) and white under- 
tail-coverts. Young birds, as well as some females, have the crown 
entirely black. The other large wheatear in Egypt is the much rarer 
Hooded, the male of which has white underparts up to the breast 
and more extensive white on the head. A resident of many areas of 
Egypt, southern Israel, Jordan and parts of Arabia, where it occurs 
in rocky deserts and even around settlements and oases. 


Rock Thrush Monticola saxatilis 19cm 


The size of a small thrush with long bill and short tail, characters 
shown by all the rock thrushes. The male is quite striking, having 
blue-grey and rusty-red plumage with an ‘unexpected’ white panel 
on the back. The female is similar to female Blue Rock Thrush, 
but paler, with pale-spotted upperparts (plain on Blue Rock) and 
rusty-red tail (dark brown on Blue Rock). Unlike that species, 
Rock Thrush is only a summer visitor to the Middle East, where it 
breeds in the mountains of northern Israel, Syria and Turkey; it is 
fairly widespread on migration, including through Egypt. 
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Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius 20cm 


Approaching the Blackbird in size, the male is, as its name implies, 
dark blue. It may be shy and difficult to approach, and is most fre- 
quently seen perched on a rock in a prominent position. The female 
is dull brown, barred and spotted below. Mountain ranges, cliff 
faces and rocky deserts are this species’ breeding areas, but it has a 
wide range of habitats on migration and in winter. A resident in 
scattered areas of the east Mediterranean; otherwise a migrant and 
winter visitor to most parts of the Middle East, including Egypt. 


Blackbird Turdus merula 24cm 


The male, all black with a yellow bill and yellow eye-ring, is a 
familiar bird to those living in Europe, but less so to inhabitants of 
the Middle East. The female and young males are all dark brown 
with a yellowish or dark bill. Seen both in trees and on the ground, 
where it runs in short bursts, stopping to look for food (worms are 
a particular favourite). Inhabits woodlands, gardens and planta- 
tions. In the Middle East, Blackbirds breed in Egypt's Nile Delta, 
Turkey and countnes of the east Mediterranean; there is also an 
influx of migrants from the north in winter 
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Song Thrush Turdus merula 23cm 


The ground-feeding Song Thrush is a winter visitor to Egypt, along 
with two other thrushes. These are the scarcer Redwing (Turdus ilia- 
cus), which has white supercilium and rusty-red flanks, and the larg- 
er Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris), which has grey head and rump and red- 
dish-brown back. The Song Thrush is easily told by its plain brown 
upperparts and its buffish-white underparts with neat black spots. In 
the Middle East, breeds only in woodlands in northern Turkey; else- 
where it is a winter visitor, but scarce in much of Arabia. 


Fan-tailed Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 10cm 


A small warbler that is mostly seen and identified in flight, which is 
undulating and wide-ranging over grass, cereal or reed tops. Then, 
its characteristic song, a rhythmically repeated, almost metallic рай, 
alerts the observer to its presence. When perched, it is a buffish war- 
bler with bold dark streaking on its back; note also the white tips to 
the short tail when seen from below. Typically found in grain fields, 
grassy meadows and along the edges of marshes. Largely resident, 
with a patchy distribution in the Middle East, but in Egypt it is 
common in the Suez Canal region, Nile Delta and Nile Valley. 
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Graceful Prinia Prinia gracilis 10cm 


A rather indistinct, small, grey-buff warbler with a long tail that is 
waved up and down and from side to side. Close views reveal a 
reddish-brown eye and lightly streaked upperparts. Difficult to see 
well as it is always very active, but the song, a monotonous, rhyth- 
mic ze-vit. .. ze-vit. ..ze-vit..., is distinctive and often the first indi- 
cation of its presence. Inhabits scrub and low vegetation, often in 
villages and towns. А common resident in Egypt's Nile Delta and 
Valley and many coastal areas of the Middle East. 


Scrub Warbler Scotocerca inquieta 10cm 


A small, perky, ground-dwelling bird superficially similar to the 
Graceful Prinia, but its actions are quite distinct. Note the chunky 
body, large head with dark stripe through the eye and pale line 
above eye, and also the long tail cocked high as it hops on the 
ground, rather secretively and never far from cover. Occurs on 
stony hillsides and in semi-deserts with low scrub, often in moun- 
tains. А resident of Sinai and adjacent areas of Egypt's Eastern 
Desert, as меа parts of Israel, Syria, Jordan and Arabia. 
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Moustached Warbler Acrocephalus melanopogon 13cm 


Very similar to the much 
commoner Sedge War- 
bler, another species that 
is found in reedbeds. A 
warm buff-brown bird { 
with streaked upperparts, 
noticeable white stripe 
above the eye and dark # 
crown. Sedge Warbler 
has a buffish-white stripe 
above the eye and is paler 
above. Note the rarer 
Moustached — Warbler's { 
habit of holding its tail $ 
raised (which Sedge War- } 
bler rarely does). Occurs 
in reedbeds and swamps, } 
nesting in reeds or bushes § 
above shallow water. 
Breeds patchily in the 
Middle East, mainly in 
the east Mediterranean 
countries and Turkey; 
more widespread on pas- 
sage and in winter, but 
uncommon in Egypt. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 13cm 


Most likely to be confused with the Moustached Warbler, both 
having streaked upperparts and a conspicuous whitish stripe above 
the eye. Sedge, however, is paler above (Moustached being more 
reddish-brown), with a paler, streaked crown (blackish on Mous- 
tached). The call is a hard tchek and also a fast churring trrr. Found 
in reedbeds and overgrown wet areas, but on migration also in 
bushes away from water. In Egypt a passage migrant, as through- 
out most of the Middle East, apart from Turkey where it breeds. 
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European Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 13cm 
A plain brownish war- 
bler found almost 
entirely in reedbeds. 
Close views reveal a 
rusty tone то the 
rump, buff under- 
parts, a pale line above 
the eye, a rather flat 
crown and a rounded 
tail. It is thus very like 
Marsh Warbler (Acro- 
cephalus palustris), and 
separation of the two 
is not advised unless 
by their songs: Euro- 
pean Reed Warbler 
"y has a monotonous, 
Ж. grating song on much 
the same pitch, where- 
as that of Marsh War- 
bler is musical, liquid 
, and varied. À summer 
Р visitor to Egypt, where 
" nesting is probably 
regular in the Nile Delta; also a widespread migrant in the Middle 

East, with a patchy breeding distibution. 


Clamorous Reed Warbler Acroceph stentoreus 18cm 


One of the two largest warblers to occur in the Middle East, the 
other being the very similar Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arun- 
dinaceus). Both are essentially large brownish warblers inhabiting 
reedbeds, and are almost the size of a thrush: distinguishing between 
the two should not be attempted bv inexperie ] observers. They 
have similar loud, raucous songs. Clamorous is a common breeding 
resident in Egypt’s Nile Delta and Valley, in parts of Arabia, where 
1t also nests in mangroves on the Red Sea coast, and Israel. 
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Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida 12cm 


A medium-sized warbler and one of the commonest warblers in 
Egypt, but one that is also difficult to identify. You need to ‘get your 
eye in’ to attempt warbler identification. Olivaceous is olive-brown 
above with a slight greyish wash, and has a rather indistinct pale line 
above the eye; the underparts are buffish-white, with a white throat. 
The fairly large bill is brown, with a flesh-coloured lower mandible; 
the legs are greyish. On the breeding grounds, listen for its rhyth- 
mic, energetic song. Breeds commonly in Egypt and northern areas 
of the Middle East, and widespread on migration. 


Olive-tree Warbler Hippolais olivetorum 15cm 


A large, greyish-brown warbler with square-ended tail, obvious 
pale wing panel and a heavy, yellowish bill. These features dis- 
tinguish it from all other warblers, but good views are required 
because many members of the warbler family are difficult to 
identify. In the Middle East, it is a breeding summer visitor to 
the olive groves and oak woodlands of Turkey, Syria and north- 
ern Israel, passing through Egypt and neighbouring parts of the 
region on passage, but it is never commonly seen. 


113 


3 
E 
E 
© 

ч 
E 

[e 


Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata 13cm 


A small warbler, not unlike the Whitethroat, but smaller, shorter- 
tailed and brighter-coloured. The most noticeable feature is the 
rusty-red wing, shown by both males and females. Compared with 
Whitethroat, has a darker grey head, almost blackish in front of 
and around the eye. A bird of low scrub, in which it moves rest- 
lessly; also frequently seen hopping on the ground. The rattling 
trrrrrr call is often the first indication of its presence. In the Mid- 
dle East confined largely to Israel, Jordan and Cyprus, where it is 
mostly resident; in Egypt an uncommon winter visitor, mostly to 
the north. 


Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 12cm 


A small warbler of scrubby hillsides, the male being casily identi- 
fied by its ash-grey upperparts, deep reddish-orange underparts 
and noticeable white moustache. Close views reveal a red eye-ring. 
The song, given from bush top or in song flight, is fast and scratchy 
with clear and musical phrases. In the Middle East, breeds in low 
scrub, thickets and open woodland in western Turkey, where it is 
a summer visitor; in Egypt it is a passage migrant, as 1t is in most 
countries of the region, though usually scarce 
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Ménétries's Warbler Sylvia mystacea 12cm 


An active warbler of scrub and small trees which closely resembles 
the Sardinian Warbler. Separating females of the two species is 
extremely difficult, but male Ménétries's is told from male Sardin- 
ian by its black forehead and ear-coverts merging into its grey-brown 
upperparts (black head not clear-cut as on Sardinian); note also the 
pinkish wash on breast and throat demarcating a white moustache. 
The slightly shorter tail is frequently waved. Occurs in scrub, bush- 
es on river edges and gardens. In the Middle East, breeds in eastern 
Turkey, parts of Iraq and Syria, where it is a summer visitor; more 
widespread in the region on passage, but rare in Egypt. 


Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 13cm 


The male Sardinian Warbler is easily told by its shiny black head con- 
trasting with white throat, grey body and noticeable red ring around 
the eye. For further distinctions, see Ménétries's Warbler. An active 
bird, often holding tail cocked, its presence often indicated by its fre- 
quent rattling, churring call. The females of the ‘scrub warblers' are 
all very similar and not easily distinguishable by novice birdwatchers. 
Occurs in dry, bushy country, as well as in pine and evergreen-oak 
forests. In the Middle East, breeds in Turkey and neighbouring east 
Mediterranean countries, where it is a partial migrant; more wide- 
spread in the region, including Egypt, on passage and in winter. 
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Cyprus Warbler Sylvia melanothorax 13cm 


e 


Male Female 


The male is easily told by its white underparts marked with black bars 
and streaks, demarcated from the greyish upperparts by a white 
moustache. The female is similar to the female Sardinian Warbler, 
but usually shows dark crescent-shaped markings on throat and 
breast, as well as a white moustachial stripe. Breeds only in Cyprus, 
where it is a resident and partial migrant inhabiting rocky slopes with 
shrubs; otherwise a winter visitor to Israel and neighbouring coun- 
tries, where it usually occurs in acacia woodland, and in Egypt an 
accidental visitor but probably overlooked. 


Rüppell's Warbler Sylvia rueppelli 14cm 


With its black head and throat with prominent white moustaches, 
this is one of the easiest warblers to identify. The female is duller but 
still shows a white moustache, though the head and throat are often 
mottled. A summer visitor to the Middle East, arriving at the end of 
March in southern and western Turkey, where it breeds in low scrub 
and bushes and can be quite common; on migration, found in Egypt 
and east Mediterranean countries, especially in acacia woodland. 
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Arabian Warbler Sylvia leucomelaena 14.5cm 


Е: 


A large warbler which is опе of the Middle East’s specialities. Most 
easily confused with the Orphean Warbler (Sylvia hortensis), but 
note Arabian’s shorter wings, longer black tail with just white 
fringes at the sides, and dark eyes. Differs also in its habit of flop- 
ping its tail downwards or in a circular movement. Has a pleasant, 
loud warbling song, often the first indication of its presence. A res- 
ident warbler in Egypt, occurring largely in dry acacia woodland 
in the south-east; elsewhere in the region, found in Israel, Jordan 
and along the edge of the Red Sea. 


Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 15cm 


A large warbler with rather slow, heavy movements. The male in 
breeding plumage is unmistakable, having white underparts 
barred with dark crescents; note also the pale yellow iris, which 
gives a staring expression. The female is similar, but with markings 
less distinct. Young birds are not barred, and are rather sandy- 
greyish; they can be told by their large size, rather lumbering 
movements, pale fringes to the wing feathers and dark fringes to 
the undertail-coverts. A bird of thorny thickets, scattered trees and 
woodland clearings in Turkey, where it is a summer visitor; occurs 
on migration throughout the Middle East, including Egypt. 
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Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 14cm 


One of the commonest 
warblers to be seen in 
much of the Middle 
East, occurring mostly 
on passage. On its 
breeding grounds it is a 
fine songster. The male 
is easily told by its jet- 
black cap, as are the 
female and young birds 
by their reddish-brown 
cap. The somewhat ©] 
similar Garden War- 
bler (Sylvia borin), 
which is also found 
on migration in the 
region, though less 
commonly, lacks the 
black or brown cap. In $, 
the Middle East, a sum- ; 
mer visitor to the wood- © 
lands mainly of north- 
ern Turkey; otherwise 
a passage migrant 
throughout the region, нае 
including Egypt. Male (top); female (bott 
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Eastern Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis 11cm 


Bonelli’s Warbler has recently been split into Western and Eastern 
Bonelli’s. Both are similar to the Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler, 
and close views are needed for identification. About the size of Chif- 
fchaff, but the plumage is greyish above and whitish below, with a 
plain face; note the green edgings to the wing and tail feathers and 
the greenish rump. The song is a characteristic trill and the call a 
short chip. A summer visitor to its Middle East breeding grounds in 
western and southern Turkey and isolated areas in Syria; occurs on 
migration in the east Mediterranean, including Egypt. 
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Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 11cm 


This small, active, olive- 
coloured warbler is most 
easily confused with the 
Chiffchaff, both being 
common migrants in 
Egypt. Some birds are 
almost impossible to 
separate, but note the 
Willow Warbler’s pale 
legs (dark on Chiff- 
chaff), slightly longer 
wings and the more yel- 
lowish appearance, 
especially of young birds 
in autumn. The call, 
which is frequently 
uttered, is a soft Aueet, 
slightly more disyllabic 
than that of Chiffchaff. 
Willow W'arblers do not 
breed in the Middle 
East, but are common 
on migration in Egypt 
and throughout the 
region; they can occur in 
апу area with trees. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 11cm 


The very similar-looking Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler are the 
two commonest ‘leaf warblers' in the region. The Chiffchaff is the 
smaller of the two and is a rather drab grey-green, with generally 
less yellow in the plumage. It has dark legs, whereas those of Wil- 
low Warbler are pale. Both have a similar hoo-eer call, but the Chif- 
fchaff's is almost monosyllabic. Found breeding in the Middle 
East only in northern and western Turkey and Syria, where it 15 a 
summer visitor to woodlands, but occurs on migration or as a win- 
ter visitor throughout the region, including Egypt. 
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Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 14cm 


Flycatchers have a characteristic habit in which they fly upwards from 
their perch and manoeuvre in erratic circles for flying insects, then 
return usually to the same perch. The Spotted Flycatcher is brown- 
ish above, with pale streaks on the forehead and pale fringes to the 
wing feathers; it is whitish below, with a streaked breast. Breeds in 
parks, woodland edges and plantations, nesting on ledges in build- 
ings or on a branch against a tree trunk. In the Middle East, it is a 
summer visitor to Turkey and parts of the east Mediterranean, but 
also a common migrant in Egypt and throughout much of the region. 


Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 12cm 


The male in summer 
plumage is easily told by 
its Robin-like red upper- 
breast. It is otherwise 
grey-brown with white 
underparts and a black 
tail with white sides at 
the base. The female 
and young birds lack the 
red breast. Most birds in 
autumn look like this. 
An active and perky tree- 
dwelling bird, with tail 
often held cocked, but 
can easily disappear into 
the cover of branches 
and leaves and not be 
obvious. In the Middle 
East, a summer visitor to 
isolated areas of north- 
em Turkey, where it 
breeds in deciduous 
forests; otherwise a 
rather rare migrant in 
the east Mediterranean, 
including Egypt. 


Richard Porter 
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Fulvous Babbler Turdoides f 25cm 


Great Tit Parus major 14cm 


Where it occurs in the Middle East, the Great Tit is one of the 
commonest and most obvious birds of woodland, where it nests in 
a hole in a tree. A large tit with a black cap, white cheeks, and yel- 
low underparts with a broad black stripe down the middle. Young 
birds are duller, with yellowish cheeks. It has a wide range of calls 
based around a typical ringing and pleasant chee-tweede-a-weet. 
Will often gather in small flocks outside the breeding season. A res- 
ident of Turkey and east Mediterranean countries, including 
Egypt’s Sinai. 


Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 11cm 


А small bird inhabiting trees at wetland fringes. Rather pale, with 
a characteristic black mask through the eye and a chestnut back. 
The bird's presence is often indicated by its thin, high гѕее call, or 
by the sight of its nest; it builds an oval-shaped nest with an 
entrance tube at the side, suspended over water from the branch- 
es of a tree, especially a willow. Breeds in reedbeds and trees near 
wetlands in Turkey and Syria; in autumn birds disperse south, a 
few reaching Egypt. 
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Nile Valley Sunbird Anthreptes metallicus 
10cm (summer male 15cm) 


A small and very active sunbird with short, slightly decurved bill 
Male in breeding plumage instantly identified by its greatly elongat- 
ed central tail feathers, as well as glossy green upperparts with purple 
rump, blackish wings and tail, dark throat and breast, and vellow 
lower breast and belly. In winter, loses long tail feathers and bright 
colours and then like female and voung birds, grevish-brown above 
and yellowish-white below, with white throat. Song of high-pitched 
thin trills and hisses. Found in gardens, dry scrub and acacia savan- 
na. Resident in Nile Valley and in south-west and south Arabia. 


Palestine Sunbird Nectarinia osea 11cm 


Male 


A small, very active bird with a fairly long, decurved bill. The male 
in breeding plumage is blue-black with a metallic sheen, which can 
appear green in some lights. If vou are very lucky, you will see 
orange tufts at the sides of the breast. Females and young birds are 
grey-brown with paler u rparts. Like all sunbirds, п feeds on the 
nectar of flowers. The commonest and most familiar sunbird in the 
Middle East, the only region of the world in which it occurs, inhab- 
iting well ated areas from Lebanon south to Sinai and along 
the Red Sea coast, through Yemen to Oman, but in Egypt found 
only locally in Sinai 
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Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 24cm 


A thrush-sized bird found where there are large trees. The male, 
with its golden-yellow plumage and black wings, is unmistakable, 
but it can often be hard to see among the canopy foliage until it 
flies. The female is less distinct, being yellowish-green in col- 
oration. In flight, which is fast, note the long, gentle undulations, 
somewhat reminiscent of a woodpecker. The song is a mellow, 
fluty too-lee-too-lee, easily remembered once heard. A summer vis- 
itor to the Middle East, breeding in Turkey, Cyprus and northern 
Syria, but occasionally in isolated areas farther south; it can be 
seen on passage throughout, including in Egypt. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 17cm 


The shrikes аге also 
known as ‘butcher birds’, 
because they often impale 
the insects and small ani- 
mals (including birds) that 
they catch on thorns in a 
favourite tree. This is 
known as their ‘larder’. 
The male Red-backed 
Shrike has a blue-grey 
head contrasting with red- 
dish-brown back and a 
black mask through the 
eye. The female is duller, 
with just a faint mask 
through the eye and dark 
scallop-shaped marks on 
the whitish underparts. A 
summer visitor to its Mid- 
dle East breeding grounds 
in Turkey and parts of the 
east Mediterranean; oth- 
erwise a passage migrant 
in spring and autumn 
throughout the region, 
including Egypt. 
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Gordon TARE Du 
Windrush Photos 


Richard Porter 


Care is needed to separate this species from the very similar South- 
ern Grey Shrike, especially in spring and autumn, when they both 
occur on migration. The Lesser Grey is best told by the broad black 
band across its forehead (forehead grey on Southern Grey Shrike) 
and the pink wash on its underparts; it also has proportionately 
longer wings and shorter tail than Great Grey. During migration 
periods, shrikes are one of the typical birds of roadside telegraph 
wires and close views can often be obtained. A migrant through 
Egypt and other parts of the Middle East, but breeds only in Turkey. 


Southern Grey Shrike Lanius meridionalis 26cm 


Very similar to the Great Grey Shrike (Lantus excubitor) of north- 
ern Europe, and only recently ‘split’ from that species by taxono- 
mists. Note its grey upperparts, white underparts and prominent 
black markings: black mask through the eye, and black wings and 
tail. It differs from the very similar Lesser Grey Shrike in its larg- 
er size, shorter wings and grey forehead. А breeding bird of much 
of Egypt, the east Mediterranean (except Turkey) and parts of 
Arabia; those breeding in Asia migrate to the region in winter. 
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Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator 18cm 


A very distinctive shrike in adult plumage, having chestnut head, 
black back and tail and large white wing patches. In flight, note the 
white rump. Young birds are more difficult to identify, being 
rather similar to young Red-backed and Masked Shrikes, and are 
best told from Red-backed by their creamy shoulder patches and 
rump. A fine songster, with clear whistles and much mimicry of 
other birds. A summer visitor to east Mediterranean countries and 
south and west Turkey; occurs on migration throughout the Mid- 
dle East, including Egypt. 


Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus 18cm 


The adult is a handsome bird with its black and white plumage and 
orange-yellow wash on the sides of the underparts. It has a longer- 
tailed appearance than the other shrikes. The young birds are not 
easy to distinguish from young Woodchat Shrikes, both having 
whitish shoulder patches, but they are greyer (less brown), with 
longer tail and finer bill. The breeding range of the Masked Shrike 
is almost entirely confined to the Middle East, where it is a sum- 
mer visitor to east Mediterranean countries and south and west 
Turkey; on spring and autumn migration found throughout the 
region, including Egypt, where more common in spring. 
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House Crow Corvus splendens 43cm 


— 5 
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Look for this dark grey and black crow on Egypt’s Red Sea coast апа 
coastal areas of Arabia, especially around ports. It superficially resem- 
bles the Hooded Crow, but the grey is darker and the back is black; 
it is also slightly smaller and slimmer, with a long, deep bill and 
domed crown. Does not occur naturally in the Middle East, where 
the colonies are the result of introductions from India in the last 30 
years, the birds probably having arrived on grain boats. In Egypt, 
breeds mainly in towns along the Suez Canal and Gulf of Suez 


Brown-necked Raven Corvus ruficollis 50cm 


A large black bird, very similar to the Raven {Corvus corax), but the 
two are gely geographically slated. Egypt е of the few 
countrie here both occur: the much rarer Raven on the north 
coast and the desert-loving Brown-necked Raven commonly 


throughout much ot the itry. Brown-necked Raven can be told 
from Raven by its slimmer wings, lor bill and bronzy-brown 
sheen on the hindneck, but this sheen can be difficult to see. When 
perc} note the Brown-necked's longer wings, reaching the tail- 


tip. A widespread breeding bird of Arabia. Jo n and Is 


Fan-tailed Raven Corvus rhipidurus 47cm 


Richard Porter 


Slightly smaller and chunkier than the Brown-necked Raven, and 
with a stout bill. It is most easily recognized by its short tail, and in 
flight, when soaring, it can look almost tailless as the fanned tail 
merges into the hindwing. Like the Brown-necked, a bird of semi- 
deserts, cliffs and crags, often near human habitation and especially 
rubbish dumps. Resident in Sinai and south-east Egypt, and else- 
where in the Middle East in Israel, Jordan and western and southern 
Arabia, from sea level to 3000m. 


Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix 47cm 


A grey and black crow, the body being grey with a black head and 
throat, and the wings and tail black. Breeds solitarily, but outside 
the breeding season often forms large roosts at night along with 
Jackdaws (Corvus monedula), a smaller black crow with a grey 
hindneck and pale eye that occurs in the region mainly in Turkey. 
Hooded Crow is found in open country with scattered trees, where 
it builds a large nest of sticks high in a tree or on a pylon. A resi- 
dent in Egypt, notably along the Nile Valley and Delta, and in 
Turkey and east Mediterranean countries. 


129 


E 


Tristram's Grackle Onychognathus tristramii 25c 


Grackles are members of the starling family. Larger than the better- 
known Starling, and with a glossy black plumage and orange wing 
patches in flight. The female is duller, with a greyish-brown head. А 
noisy bird, often gathering in flocks to feed on fruits. The far-carry- 
ing call resembles a wolf-whistle. Nests mainly in crevices on rock 
faces. The world range of this grackle is confined to the Middle East, 
where it is a resident of Egypr's Sinai, Israel, Jordan and western and 
southern Arabia; occurs from sea level to 3,000 m. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 22cm 


Blackish with purple 
and green gloss and 
yellow bill in breeding 
season. In winter, has 
pale spots (tips of the 
feathers) over entire 
plumage. The young 
birds (until early 
autumn) are dull 
brownish-grey with a 
black bill. A familiar 
bird throughout its 
breeding range, and 
in autumn and winter 
often in large flocks 
which roost commu- 
nally, sometimes in 
tens of thousands. It 
occurs in a range of 
habitats, but especial- 
ly їп or near towns 
and villages, where It 
nests in a hole or 
crevice. In the Middle East breeds in Turkey; in winter, numbers 
are swollen by migrants from the north and birds will then occur 
throughout much of the region, including Egypt 
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House Sparrow Passer domesticus 15cm 


A familiar bird in many towns and villages in the Middle East, 
nesting in hole in building or in similar crevice. The male and 
female differ: note male’s black bib, white cheeks, grey crown and 
reddish-brown hindneck, and female's rather plain greyish-brown 
coloration with pale stripe above the eye and dark stripes on back 
and wings. The Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus), very rare in 
Egypt, differs from House Sparrow in its red-brown cap and black 
spot on white cheeks. Widespread resident breeder, occurring in 
areas of habitation and cultivation throughout many areas of Egypt 
and most of the region. 


Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 15cm 


Similar to the House 
Sparrow, but the male 
is quite distinct with its 
chestnut crown and 
heavy black streaking 
on back and under- 
parts. This pattern is far 
less marked in the win- 
ter. Female is almost 
impossible to tell from 
the female House 
Sparrow. Breeds colo- 
nially, often in large 
numbers, building a 
domed nest with 
entrance hole at side in 
a tall tree, or even in 
the base of a White 
Stork’s nest. Breeds in 
Turkey, east Mediter- 
ranean countries and 
limitedly in Arabia; 
occurs more widely in 
winter, when a com- 
mon visitor to Egypt, 
often in large flocks. Male (top); female (bottom) 
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Avadavat Amandava amandava 9cm 


David Tipling; Windrush Photos 


Tim Loseby 


Male Female 


This small, short-tailed finch is a native of India that has colonized 
the area following the escape of birds from captivity, as it is a popu- 
lar cagebird. The male in breeding plumage is bright crimson, with 
a blackish tail, and with small white spots on underparts and wing- 
coverts. The female is brown, with в red rump and bill. Its habitat 
requirements are varied, but it is present in trees and bushes, usual- 
ly near water and often close to human habitation. Breeds in the Nile 
Delta and neighbouring areas and sporadically in Arabia. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 15cm 


'The male chaffinch is an attractive bird with its buff-orange under- 
parts, grey crown and nape, and white shoulder patch, wingbar 
and outer tail feathers. The female 1s much duller, rather brown- 
ish, but also shows the white wing and tail markings of the male. 
Feeds mostly on the ground, and in winter often gathers in large 
flocks with other finches and buntings to forage in cultivated fields. 
In the Middle East, breeds in woodland in Turkey, Cyprus and 
north-west Syria, but in winter migrates south to east Mediter- 
ranean countries, some reaching Egypt. 
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European бегїп Serinus serinus 12cm 


Another small finch with a stubby bill, occurring in pairs or small 
flocks. The male is told by its canary-yellow face and breast, bold 
streaks on its flanks and, in flight, its yellow rump. Females are 
much duller, showing barely any yellow except on the rump. One 
of the best identification features is the call, a fast, trilling rirrililit. 
The song, often given in bat-like flight, is fast, musical and jingling. 
A bird of parks, orchards and woodland edges and, in winter, adja- 
cent fields and wasteland. In the Middle East, it is mainly resident 
in Turkey and east Mediterranean countries; larger numbers occur 
in the winter, when birds reach Egypt. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 15cm 


Male Female 


A large, dull yellowish-green finch (female browner) with distinc- 
tive yellow patches on wings and tail and a stout flesh-pink bill. 
The song, often uttered in bat-like display flight, is a musical twit- 
tering. Semi-colonial in the breeding season, but often in flocks 
with other seed-eaters in winter. Occurs in farmland, plantations, 
parks and oases, nesting in a low tree. In the Middle East, it is a 
resident of Turkey and east Mediterranean countries, including 
Egypt, where it breeds in the north; commoner in winter, when 
migrants arrive from the north. 
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European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 14cm 


Linnet Ca 


rdueli 


One of the most 
distinctive birds in 
Egypt and the north- 
ern part of the Middle 
East (absent from the 
south). Easily identi- 
fied by its red face, 
black and white head 
pattern, and black 
wings with conspicu- 


ous broad, yellow 
wingbar, the latter 
especially noticeable 
in flight. Note also 
the ‘dancing’ flight 
and tinkling liquid 
flight call. A bird of 
orchards, gardens, 
farmland with tree 
and waste ground, 
where often seen in 
small groups feeding 


on thistles. In Egypt, 


mainly resident in 
the Nile Delta and 
Valley 


A sprightly finch, the 
male ot which 15 easily 
identified in the breed- 
ing season by its red 
forehead, two red 
breast patches, chest- 
nut back, and white 
when it 
flies. At other umes of 
the the male 
the female 


wing-flashes 


and young birds, being 
dull 
with a streaked breas 


but in all pl 
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Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus 13cm 


Male Female 


A rather inconspicuous, ground-dwelling finch with a large head, 
short tail and stout bill. The male in breeding plumage has an 
orange-red bill, and is grey-buff with a pinkish wash on under- 
parts, wings and forehead. Females and juvenile birds are simply 
sandy grey-buff with a yellowish-brown bill. Note that, in all 
plumages, the legs are orange-coloured. Trumpeter Finches take 
their name from their wheezing, nasal song. Occurs on rather bar- 
ren, rocky hillsides and plains. In Egypt this is a breeding resident 
of many areas, as it is, patchily, throughout the Middle East. 


Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 14cm 


The female and juvenile are drab brownish finches, stout-billed 
and with well-streaked underparts and two pale wingbars. The 
adult male is more likely to be recognized, having a red crown, face 
and breast. Nests semi-colonially, and the first indication of its 
presence is often the song: a clear whistle in three parts, wheety- 
wheety-wee. Occurs in wooded mountains, usually near streams 
and wet valley bottoms. A summer visitor to its breeding grounds 
in northern Turkey; on migration, rather scarce in Egypt and 
neighbouring east Mediterranean countries. 
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Dennis Green; 


Sinai Rosefinch Carpodacus synoicus 14cm 


One of the Middle East's 
specialities, and the 
national bird of Jordan, 
although it is named 
after Egypt’s Sinai. The 
male is easily told by its 
crimson-pink plumage 
with frosty streaking on 
crown and ear-coverts; 
the upperparts are grey- 
brown with a mauve 
tinge. Females and juve- 
niles are a drab grey-buff 
with faint streaking and 
with a ginger wash on 
the face; they show no 
wingbars. Rather ner- 
vous in behaviour and 
often in groups, especial- 
ly in winter. Its breeding 
range is confined to a 
small area of Sinai, 
southern Israel апа 
southern Jordan, where 
it occurs in barren, rocky 
hills 


‘Tim Loseby 


A large, robust finch with a deep, powerful bill. Note its short tail 
with white up, white shoulder patches and, in flight, a white stripe 
through the flight feathers. The bill 15 lead-grey in summer and 
pale in winter. A rather secretive bird of deciduous forests and 
orchards, but often їп small groups, especially on migration. In the 

Aiddle East, breeds only in a few areas of western Turkey; in 
autumn, birds from Europe migrate into the region for the winter, 
and some reach northern Egypt 
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House Bunting Emberiza striolata 14cm 


Superficially resembles 
a small Rock Bunting 
(Emberiza cia), which 
does not occur in Egypt, 
but differs in its orange 
lower mandible, bright 
rufous upperparts, more 
finely streaked dull grey 
crown and throat, and 
rufous (not white) outer 
tail feathers. The female 
is duller, with an even 
more diffuse head pat- 
tern. A resident of rather 
desolate rocky and yes 
sandy wadis with little ; 
vegetation, nesting in a 
hole or crevice in a rock 
face or building. It 
breeds very locally in 
Egypt’s Sinai and East- 
ern Desert and patchily 
elsewhere in the Middle 
East; where it does 
occur, it can be quite $ 
common. БАЗ 


Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea 17cm 


A nondescript and rather rare bunting whose distribution is confined 
to the Middle East. The male has a greenish-yellow wash to the head, 
but is otherwise greyish; the female is darker and even duller, heavi- 
ly streaked and with a yellowish-green tinge on the throat. Differs fur- 
ther from Ortolan Bunting and Cretzschmar’s Bunting in its greyish 
(not pinkish) bill. A summer visitor to dry, rocky areas, mainly in 
southern Turkey, up to the tree limit; its migration through the region 
is little known, but it is very rare in Egypt. 
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Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 17cm 


The male has a green- 
grey head and upper 
breast, a yellow mous- 
tache and throat, 
streaked upperparts 
and chestnut under- 
parts. Note particularly 
the pale eye-ring. The 
female, much drabber 
and with finely streaked 
crown and upper 
breast, is best separated 
from other buntings by 
its yellowish moustache 
and eye-ring. A largely 
ground-dwelling bun- 
ting, occurring in small 
flocks on migration. A 
summer visitor to its 
Middle East breeding 
grounds in Turkey; 
widespread on passage 
throughout the region, 
including Egypt, where 
it is common, especially 
in spring. 


Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia 15cm 
PT 4 
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Male Female 


* 


Resembes Ortolan Bunting, but with a blue-grey head and with the 
yellow on the face replaced by orange. The female is like a drab 
version of the male, and voung birds are very like Ortolans but with 
a more rusty hue. Is frequently first located by its simple but often 
repeated song of three or four notes, dsi-c i dstu, the last note 
slightly lower. A bird of rocky hillsides, usually with seattered 
bushes, but on migration will inhabit farmland and desert fringes. 
А summer visitor to southern Turkey and the eas. Mediterranean, 
with migration through Egypt. 
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Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 16cm 


The male is easily told by its black head and bib, white moustache 
and collar, and reedbed habitat. The female is streaked brownish, 
with a pale stripe above the eye, and a broad whitish moustache 
bordered on each side by a black streak. In the Middle East, this 
bunting is a scattered breeding resident at wetlands with reedbeds 
in Turkey; in winter, more northerly populations migrate south 
into the region and it can then be quite common in reedy areas in 
the east Mediterranean, but rarely reaches Egypt. 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 18cm 


A stout, rather drab bunting with a thick pale yellowish bill and 
streaked plumage, showing a broad buffish band above the eye. 
Male and female are similar, but the male characteristically dan- 
gles its legs when flying between songposts. The monotonous song 
is rather like the jangling of a set of keys. Occurs in cultivation, 
mountain steppes. and meadows. Largely resident on its Middle 
East breeding grounds in Turkey and the east Mediterranean; 
more widespread in winter, when migrants arrive from Europe and 
Asia, and then fairly common in Egypt. 
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Glossary 


coverts The small feathers at base of quill feathers forming 
main flight surfaces of wing and tail 

endemic Indigenous species restricted to a particular area 
eyebrow Contrasting line above eye (supercilium) 
eye-stripe Contrasting line through eye 

flank Side of the body 

gregarious Frequently occurring in groups 

migrant Non-resident traveller 

necklace A line of markings around front of neck 

orbital ring Unfeathered bare ring around eye 

primaries The main outer flight feathers (show as longest 
part of folded wing) 

race Another name for subspecies 

resident Remaining in a local area throughout year 

roost Resting or sleeping place 

secondaries The inner flight feathers on rear half of wing 
subspecies A population which is morphologically different 
from other populations of same species 

supercilium A stripe above eye (eyebrow) 

terminal At the end or tip 

underparts Undersurface of body from throat to undertail- 
coverts 

undertail-coverts Small feathers below tail covering bases 
of tail feathers 

underwing-coverts Small underwing feathers covering 
bases of primaries and secondaries 

upperparts Upper surface of body 

vent Area around anus, including undertail-coverts 
wingbar A visible line of colour at tips of wing-coverts 
wing-coverts Small feathers on wing covering bases of pri- 
maries and secondaries 
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Further reading 


If this book has whetted your appetite, then you will want to learn 
more about the birds of Egypt and the Middle East. The four most 
useful books are: 


Goodman, S.M., P.L. Meininger, Sherif M. Baha El Din, J.J. 
Hobbs and W.C. Mullie (eds.). The Birds of Egypt. Oxford Univ. 
Press, Oxford, 1989. (This is not a field guide and does not cover 
identification; it is an avifauna, giving details of the status and dis- 
tribution of Egypt’s birds, often with maps.) 


Porter, R.F., S. Christensen and Р. Schiermacker-Hansen. Field 
Guide to the Birds of the Middle East. T & AD Poyser, London, 
1996. (Covers the identification of most of the birds found in 
Egypt; those not covered are included in the following book.) 


Hollom, P.A.D., R.F. Porter, S. Christensen and I. Willis. Birds of 
the Middle East and North Africa. T & AD Poyser, Calton, 1988. 
(Not comprehensive, as not all the birds occurring in Egypt are 
described and illustrated, but it does cover all the Egyptian spe- 
cialities, and all species that breed in Egypt are mapped.) 


Sherif M Baha El Din. Directory of Important Bird Areas in Egypt. 
Printed and distributed by The Palm Press, Cairo, 1999. (Probably 
the most valuable contribution to the conservation of Egypt’s birds, 
with detailed accounts of all the important bird sites in the country.) 


http://www. birdingegypt.com (very useful information on birds 
and tours). 


Useful addresses À 


Nature Conservation Sector, 

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 

23 A, Ismail Mohammed Street, 7th Floor, Apt 81 
Zamalek, Cairo, Egypt 

Tel: 202 3401458; Fax: 202 3405962 

E-mail: eeaa4@idsc.gov.eg 


Sherif Baha El Din 

(BirdLife International Representative for Egypt) 
3, Abdaala El Katib Street, Apt 3, 

Dokki, Cairo, Egypt 

Tel. and Fax: 202 3608160 

E-mail: baha@internetegypt.com 


Ornithological Society of the Middle East (OSME) 
c/o 'The Lodge, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire SG19 2DL, U.K. http://www.osme.org 


Finally, if you have enjoyed your visit to Egypt, do tell the Egyptian 
Tourist Office in your country and, ideally, the Egyptian Environ-. 
mental Affairs Agency (address above). In that way you will be help- 
ing to demonstrate the importance of Egypt’s wildlife sites and habi- 
tats and thus, in a small way, contributing to their future protection. 


141 


Index 


Accipiter brevipes 36 
A. nisus 36 
Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
112 
A. melanopogon 111 
A. palustris 112 
A. schoenobaenus 111 
A. scirpaceus 112 
A. stentoreus 112 
Actitis hypoleucos 62 
Aegypius monachus 34 
Alaemon alaudipes 88 
Alauda arvensis 90 
Alcedo atthis 83 
Alectoris chukar 44 
Alopochen aegyptiacus 27 
Amandava amandava 
132 
Ammomanes cincturus 87 
A. deserti 87 
Ammoperdix heyi 44 
Апаз acuta. 28 
A. clypeata 29 
A. creeca 29 
A. penelope 28 
A. platyrhynchos 28 
A. querquedula 29 
Anser albifrons 26 
A. anser 26 
Anthreptes metallicus 124 
Anthropoides virgo 47 
Anthus campestris 93 
‚ cervinus 94 
A, pratensis 94 
A. richardi 93 
A. similis 93 
A. spinoletta 95 
A. tInvialis 94 
Apus apus 81 
A. melba 82 
A. pallidus 81 
Aquila chrysaetos 39 
A. clanga 38 
A. һейаса 39 
A. nipalensis 39 
А. ротатпа 38 
Ardea cinerea 23 
A, purpurea 23 
Ardeola ralloides 20 
Athene noctua 79 
Avadavat 132 
Avocet 49 
Aythya fuligula 31 
A. nyroca 31 
Babbler, Arabian 122 
Fulvous 122 
Bee-cater, Blue-cheeked 
84 
European 85 
Little Green 84 
Bittern, Little 19 
Blackbird 108 
Blackcap 119 
Blackstart 102 
Biuethroat 100 
Booby, Brown !7 
Bubo bubo 78 
Bubulcus tbis 21 
Bucanetes githagineus 
135 
Bulbul, Common 98 
Yellow-vented 97 
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Bunting, Cinereous 137 
Corn 139 
Cretzschmar's 138 
House 137 
Ortolan 138 
Reed 139 
Rock 137 

Burhinus capensis 49 
B. oedicnemus 49 
B. senegalensis 50 

Bustard, Houbara 47 

Buteo Ьшео 37 
B. rufinus 37 

Butorides striatus 20 

Buzzard, Common 37 
Honey 32 
Long-legged 37 

Calandrella brachydactyla 

89 

Caltdns alpina 57-58 
С. ferruginea 57 
C. minuta 57 
C. temminckn 57 

Caprimulgus aegyptius 81 
C. europaeus 80 
C. nubicus 80 

Carduelis cannabma 134 
C. carduehs 134 
C. chlons 133 

Carpodacus erythrinus 135 
C. synoicus 136 

Centropus senegalensis 77 

Cercomela melanura 102 

Cercotrichas galactotes 99 

Ceryle rudis 83 

Chaffinch 132 

Charadnus alexandrinus 53 
C. asiaticus 54 
С. dubius 52 
C. htaticula. 52 
C. leschenaultn. 54 
C. mongolus 54 
C. pecuarius 53 

Chettusia gregana 56 
C. leucura 55 

Chiffchaff 120 

Chlamydotis undulata 47 

Chhdontas hybridus 71 
C. leucopterus 72 
C. mger 71-72 

Chukar 44 

Ciconia ciconia. 24 
C. mgra 24 

Circaetus galheus 35 

Circus aeruginosus. 35 
C. macrourus 36 
C. pygargus 36 

Cisticola juncidis 109 

Cisticola, Fan-tailed 109 

Clamator glandanus 76 

Coccothraustes 

coccothraustes 136 

Columba venas 73 
C. inna 73 

Coot 46 

Coracias garrulus 85 

Cormorant, Great 17 

Corvuscorax 128 

. conme сотих 129 

monedula 129 

rhrpidurus 129 

ruficolis 128 
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С. splendens 128 
Coturnix coturmx 44 
Coucai, Senegal 77 
Courser, Cream-coloured 

51 
Crake, Baillon's 45 

Late 45 

Spotted 45 
Crane, Common 47 

Demoiselle 47 
Crow, Hooded 129 

House 128 
Cuckoo, Common 77 

Great Spotted 76 
Cuculus canorus 77 
Curlew 60 

Stone 49 
Cursorius cursor 51 
Dove, African Collared 

74 

Collared 74 

Laughing 75 

Namaqua 75 

Rock 73 

Stock 73 

Turtle 74 
Duck, Ferruginous 31 

Tufted 31 

White-headed 31 
Dunlin 57-58 
Dunnock 98 
Eagle, Bonelli’s 40 

Golden 39 

Greater Spotted 38 

Imperial 39 

Lesser Spotted 38 

Short-toed 35 

Steppe 39 
Egret, Cattle 21 

Great White 22 

Little 22 
Fyrettaalba: 22 

1: gansta 22 

F guum 21 
Flan caeruleus 32 
Emberiza caesta 138 

E. cia 137 

E. cineracea 137 

E hortulana 138 

E. schoemiclus 139 

E. strolata. 137 
Eremophila alpestris 90 

E. bilopha 90 
Enthacus rubecula 99 
Falco harmicus 43 


Sooty 42 

Ficedula albicollis 122 
F. hypoleuwa 122 
F parva 121 
F. semuorquata 122 


Fieldfare 109 
Finch, Trumpeter 135 
Flamingo, Greater 26 
Flycatcher, Collared 122 
Pied 122 
Red-breasted 121 
Semi-collared 122 
Spotted 121 
Fringilla coelebs 132 
Fulica atra 46 
Galerida cristata 89 
Gallinago gallinago 59 
С. media 59 
Gallinula chloropus 46 
Gallinule, Purple 46 
Garganey 29 
Gelochelidon nilotica 68 
Glareola nordmanni 51 
G. pratincola 51 
Godwit, Bar-tailed 59 
Black-tailed 59 
Goldfinch, European 
134 
Goose, Egyptian 27 
Greylag 26 
White-fronted 26 
Grackle, Tristram’s 130 
Grebe, Black-necked 15 
Great Crested 15 
Little 14 
Greenfinch 133 
Greenshank 61 
Grus grus 47 
Gull, Black-headed 66 
Caspian 67 
Great Black-headed 64 
Lesser Black-backed 
67 
Little 65 
Mediterranean 65 
Slender-billed 66 
Sooty 63 
White-eyed 64 
Yellow-legged 67 
Gypaetus barbatus 33 
Gyps fulvus 34 
Halcyon smyrnensis 82 
Harrier, Marsh 35 
Montagu’s 36 
Pallid 36 
Hawfinch 136 
Heron, Grey 23 
Night 19 
Purple 23 
Squacco 20 
Striated 20 
Western Reef 21 
Hieraaetus fasciatus 40 
Himantopus himantopus 
48 
Hippolais olivetorum 113 
H. pallida 113 
Hirundo daurica 93 
Н. rustica 92 
Hobby 42 
Hoopoe 86 
Hoplopterus spinosus 55 
Ibis, Glossy 25 
Ixobrychus minutus 19 
Jackdaw 129 
Jynx torquilla 86 
Kestrel 32 
Common 41 
Lesser 41 


Kingfisher, Common 83 
Pied 83 
White-breasted 82 

Kite, Black 33 
Black-winged 32 
European Red 33 

Lammergeier 33 

Lanius collurio 125 
L. excubitor 126 
L. meridionalis 126 
L. minor 126 
L. nubicus 127 
L. senator 127 

Lapwing 56 

Lark, Bar-tailed Desert 87 
Bimaculated 88 
Calandra 88 
Crested 89 
Desert 87 
Hoopoe 88 
Shore 90 
Short-toed 89 
Temminck’s Horned 

90 

Larus cachinnans 67 
fuscus 67 
genei 66 
hemprichii 63 
ichthyaetus 64 
leucophthalmus 64 
melanocephalus 65 
michahellis 67 
minutus 65 
ridibundus 66 

Limicola falcinellus 58 

Limosa lapponica 59 
limosa 59 

Linnet 134 

Luscinia luscinia 100 
L. megarhynchos 100 
L. svecica 100 

Lymnocryptes minimus 59 

Mallard 28 

Marmaronetta angusti- 

rostris 30 

Martin, African Rock 91 
Crag 92 
Sand 91 

Melanocorypha bimaculata 

88 
М. calandra 88 

Merops apiaster 85 
M. orientalis 84 
M. superciliosus 84 

Miliaria calandra 139 

Milvus migrans 33 
M. milvus 33 

Monticola saxatilis 107 
M. solitarius 108 

Moorhen 46 

Motacilla aguimp 97 
M. alba 96 
M. cinerea 96 
M. flava 95 

Muscicapa striata 121 

Nectarinia osea 124 

Neophron percnopterus 34 

Netta rufina 30 

Nightingale, Common 

100 
Thrush 100 

Nightjar, Egyptian 81 
European 80 
Nubian 80 


Numenius arquata 60 
N. phaeopus 60 
Nycticorax nycticorax 19 
Oena capensis 75 
Oenanthe bottae 103 
. deserti 105 
. hispanica 104 
. isabellina 103 
. leucopyga 107 
. lugens 106 
. moesta 105 
. monacha 106 
. oenanthe 104 
O. pleschanka 106 
Onychognathus tristramii 
130 
Oriole, Golden 125 
Oriolus oriolus 125 
Osprey 40 
Ostrich 14 
Otus scops 78 
Owl, Barn 79 
Eagle 78 
European Scops 78 
Hume’s Tawny 80 
Little 79 
Tawny 80 
Oxyura leucocephala 31 
Pandion haliaetus 40 
Parakeet, Ring-necked 
76 
Partridge, Sand 44 
Parus major 123 
Passer domesticus 131 
P. hispaniolensis 131 
P. montanus 131 
Pelecanus crispus 18 
P. onocrotalus 18 
P. rufescens 18 
Pelican, Dalmatian 18 
Pink-backed 18 
White 18 
Pernis apivorus 32 
Phaethon aethereus 16 
Phalacrocorax carbo 17 
Phalarope, Red-necked 
63 
Phalaropus lobatus 63 
Philomachus pugnax 58 
Phoenicopterus ruber 26 
Phoenicurus ochruros 101 
P. phoenicurus 101 
Phylloscopus collybita 
120 
P. orientalis 119 
P. trochilus 120 
Pintail 28 
Pipit, Long-billed 93 
Meadow 94 
Red-throated 94 
Richard’s 93 
Tawny 93 
Tree 94 
Water 95 
Platalea leucorodia 25 
Plegadis falcinellus 25 
Plover, Caspian 54 
Egyptian 50 
European Golden 
55-56 
Greater Sand 54 
Grey 55 
Kentish 53 
Kittlitz’s 53 
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Lesser Sand 54 

Little Ringed 52 

Pacific Golden 55 

Ringed 52 

Sociable 56 

Spur-winged 55 

White-tailed 55 
Pluvialis apricaria 55-56 

P. fulva 55 

P. squatarola 55 
Pluvianus aegyptius 50 
Pochard, Red-crested 30 
Podiceps cristatus 15 

P. nigricollis 15 
Porphyrio porphyrio 46 
Porzana parva 45 

P. porzana 45 

P. pusilla 45 
Pratincole, Black-winged 

51 

Collared 51 
Рита gracilis 110 
Prinia, Graceful 110 
Prunella modularis 98 
Psittacula krameri 76 
Pterocles coronatus 72 

P. senegallus 73 
Ptyonoprogne obsoleta 91 

P. rupestris 92 
Puffinus yelkouan 16 
Pycnonotus barbatus 98 

P. xanthopygos 97 
Quail 44 
Raven 128 

Brown-necked 128 

Fan-tailed 129 
Recurvirostra avosetta 49 
Redshank 60 
Redstart, Black 101 

Common 101 
Redwing 109 
Remiz pendulinus 123 
Riparia riparia 91 
Robin 99 

Rufous Bush 99 
Roller, European 85 
Rosefinch, Common 

135 

Sinai 136 
Rostratula benghalensis 48 
Ruff 58 


Spotted 73 

Sandpiper, Broad-billed 
58 

Common 62 

Curlew 57 

Green 61 

Marsh 61 

Terek 62 

Wood 61 
Saxicola rubetra 102 

S. torquata 103 
Scotocerca inquieta 110 
Serin, European 133 
Serinus serinus 133 
Shearwater, 

Mediterranean 16 

Shelduck, Ruddy 27 
Shoveler 29 
Shrike, Great Grey 126 

Lesser Grey 126 
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Masked 127 
Red-backed 125 
Southern Grey 126 
Woodchat 127 
Skylark 90 
Snipe, Common 59 
Great 59 
Jack 59 
Painted 48 
Sparrow, House 131 
Spanish 131 
Tree 131 
Sparrowhawk, Eurasian 
36 
Levant 36 
Spoonbill 25 
Starling 130 
Sterna albifrons 71 
S. bengalensis 69 
S. bergii 69 
S. caspia 68 
S. hirundo 70 ' 
S. sandvicensis 70 
S. saundersi 71 
Stilt, Black-winged 48 
Stint, Little 57 
Temminck’s 57 
Stonechat 103 
Stork, Black 24 
White 24 
Streptopelia decaocto 74 
S. roseogrisea 74 
S. senegalensis 75 
S. turtur 74 
Smx aluco 80 
S. butlen 80 
Struthio camelus 14 
Stumus vulgaris 130 
Sula leucogaster 17 
Sunbird, Nile Valley 
124 
Palestine 124 
Swallow, Bam 92 
Red-rumped 93 
Swift, Alpine 82 
Common 81 
Pallid 81 
Sylvia atricapilla 119 
S. borin 119 
S. cantillans 114 
S. communis 118 
. conspicillata 114 
. curruca 118 
. hortensis 117 


Spotted 49 
Thrush, Blue Rock 108 
Rock 107 
Song 109 
Tit, Great 123 
Penduline 123 
Tringa glareola 61 
T. nebulana 61 


Clamorous Reed 112 
Cyprus 116 

Eastern Bonelli's 119 
European Reed 112 
Garden 119 

Great Reed 112 
Marsh 112 
Ménétries's 115 
Moustached 111 
Olivaceous 113 
Olive-tree 113 
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